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Throughout Scripture, we discover that living for God 
requires believers to occasionally stand alone.

Joseph was thrown into a pit by his brothers. He was all 
alone, rejected and sold as a slave into Egypt. In Egypt, 
because he honored God and spurned the affection of 
Potiphar’s wife, he was thrown into prison. Nevertheless, 
Joseph continued to honor the Lord and eventually God 
exalted him to the second highest position in Egypt and 
used him to save his family from starvation.

David went out alone to meet the giant Goliath. He 
desired to honor the God of the Bible and shut the mouth 
of Goliath who was mocking 
the Lord and intimidating the 
whole army of Israel. David’s 
attitude was one of confidence 
and faith in the Lord.

Elijah, a prophet of God, 
had an encounter on Mount 
Carmel against hundreds of 
prophets of Baal.

Daniel was taken captive to 
Babylon as a youth. He was 
ripped from his homeland 
and separated from his family 
and friends. In that difficult 
situation Daniel determined that he would honor the God 
of the Bible. Daniel was delivered from the power of the 
lions and prospered during the reigns of Darius and of 
Cyrus the Persian. 

Queen Esther displayed tremendous courage in 
revealing to the king of Persia, her husband, that she 
was Jewish. Her bravery, as recounted in the book of 
Esther, was instrumental in saving the Jewish people of 
the Persian Empire from being killed. To this day the 
Jews celebrate Purim, a joyous Jewish festival which 
commemorates the day Esther saved the Jewish people 
from a threat of national genocide.

Hebrews 11, the famous chapter on heroes of the faith, 
frequently uses the words “by faith” which could also 
easily include “with courage.” Let’s consider a few of 
them: By faith [and with courage] Noah, when warned 

about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to 
save his family. By faith [and with 

courage] Abraham, when called 
to go to a place he would later 
receive as his inheritance, obeyed 

and went, even though he did not know where he was 
going. By faith [and with courage] Moses, when he had 
grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter. He chose to be mistreated along with the people 
of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He 
regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value 
than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead 
to his reward (Hebrews 11:24-26).

Consider the courage of Stephen as he boldly spoke in 
the power of God’s Spirit to the Jewish Sanhedrin even 
though it would cost him his life. 

The Apostle Paul was 
forsaken by everyone 
(except the Lord) and had 
to endure persecution alone. 
Nevertheless, he bravely 
stood for Christ, empowered 
by the Holy Spirit.

It is believed that all the 
New Testament writers, 
except John, were martyred 
for their faith. John, the head 
of the church in Ephesus at 
the time, was exiled to the Isle 
of Patmos. 

During early church history many Christians were 
tortured, burned at the stake, thrown to wild animals 
or beheaded. Some were made to serve as objects of 
amusement. Others were clad in the hides of beasts and 
torn to death by dogs. Some were crucified. Others were 
set on fire to illuminate the night: it is said that Emperor 
Nero had Christians set afire as human torches to light his 
gardens.

Being persecuted for faith in Jesus Christ and 
God’s Word has continued throughout church history. 
Multitudes of believers have been stoned, drowned, 
had their brains beat out with clubs, tongues cut out, 
were stretched on racks or wheels until their joints were 
dislocated or bones broken, had boiling tar poured over 
them, were roasted alive like a pig on a spit, dragged 
through streets by horses, had their stomachs cut open and 
grain put inside and then pigs let loose to feed on the grain 
and their intestines, noses or hands cut off and many other 
horrific tortures.

Christians throughout the world today suffer a wide 
variety of increasing hostilities and oppression such as 
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loss of freedoms, jobs and income; confiscated property 
and imprisonment; intensifying persecutions such as 
being forced into servitude; forced to watch as spouses or 
children are executed, raped or taken as sex slaves; their 
houses and churches burned to the ground—sometimes 
with entire congregations inside; having toes, fingers, 
hands, noses or heads cut off; and other atrocities—only 
because they believe the Bible and are committed to Jesus 
Christ.

During our tenth Holy Land Adventure, we had a 
meeting with a pastor in Bethlehem who shared his 
amazing testimony with our group: He had been shot 
multiple times; his church had been set on fire and the 
windows broken on several occasions; his brother was 
martyred in Bethlehem by three men with machetes. 
Yet still, he courageously proclaims the Gospel in this 
extremely dangerous environment. 

I can tell about Josef whom I met while speaking at an 
Arab Center in California. He had been Saddam Hussein’s 
English interpreter during the first Iraqi war (Desert 
Storm). Being a Christian and falsely accused as a traitor, 
he was tortured for several months. 
Instead of denying Jesus Christ 
he chose to believe Jesus’ words: 
“Blessed are you when people insult 
you and persecute you, and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you 
because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward in heaven is great...” 
(Matthew 5:11-12).

There are many others in the U.S. 
and across the world I have either 
met or have heard about from eye witnesses who have 
suffered much for the cause of Christ. By God’s grace 
alone can we endure such atrocities. These courageous 
Christians are part of God’s elite “heroes of the faith” 
whom God will one day richly reward! He has prepared a 
city for them;  the splendor of the New Jerusalem is only 
partially unveiled in Revelation chapters 21 and 22.

Ultimate Peer Pressure
In Revelation 13:8 we are told, “All who dwell on the 

earth will worship him [antichrist], everyone whose name 
has not been written from the foundation of the world in 
the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.” This 
will be the ultimate in peer pressure, conformity and 
compromise. Deny or die! For all who refuse to worship 
the image of the beast will be killed.

If you cannot resist peer pressure now, then you had 
better let God infuse you with His power because there is 
coming a day in the near future when all of society will be 
in total rebellion against the Lord and hostile toward His 
people; the cost will be high to stand for Jesus Christ both 
before and during the Tribulation period.

A case in point: After several conversations with a 
retired Marine, he admitted the evidence for Christ was 
overwhelming and said, “You have convinced me, but I 
have a problem. I don’t like to be laughed at.” I replied, 
“You can either stand alone for Christ now or one day 
stand alone before Him.”

Becoming a Christian was not an easy choice for me 
as a teenager because of the stigma of being considered 
weak. It was a perception I did not want my peers to 
have of me. Wanting to be considered tough, I hung 
around with the toughest of guys which meant rebellious 
and wild behavior. Looking back I realize how foolish 
and weak that really was. Besides, the “toughest of the 
tough” is Jesus Christ who will defeat all His foes with 
the brightness of His coming and the words of His mouth! 
That is whose side I want to be on—the One that wins in 
the end and for all eternity!

Let us get a proper perspective of courage: Goliath 
was rough and tough. David was smaller and weaker; he 
tended sheep while his older brothers went off to war. 
David wrote psalms and sang songs of praise to the Lord, 

while Goliath was a crude, boastful, 
mighty warrior who intimidated 
both the Philistines as well as the 
Israelites. Yet who do we remember 
as the brave and powerful one? Not 
Goliath but David. It took far more 
courage for David to face Goliath 
than for Goliath to combat David.

I have seen tough people cry like 
babies when sentenced to prison; 
been there when supposedly brave 

men and women were terrified in the face of impending 
death; heard arrogant boasts dwindle to fearful cries; 
witnessed extremely strong people become exceedingly 
weak.

Choose real courage and true strength—not the distorted 
perceptions of people who are influenced by foolish 
and boastful words or wild and unrestrained behavior. 
These may impress for a brief time those who are easily 
astonished by such verbosity and physical displays, but in 
the end they will look just like Goliath—a defeated fool.

That Great Multitude
Throughout the ages there has always been a remnant 

of God’s people who have had the God-given courage and 
strength to remain standing, like Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego. 

You may be facing strong peer pressure today; feeling 
like you are in the shrinking minority because almost 
everyone at school, college or work rejects the Bible as 
God’s unique revelation of truth. However, one day you 
will be with the billions of people since Creation—heroes 
of the faith, prophets, kings, warriors, disciples, martyrs 
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that await us throughout 
the expanse of the entire 

universe.!



from every generation throughout 
history, men and women, children 
and teens from across the globe—
who resisted the pressures of their 
day and became part of that great 
multitude who will inherit all that 
the Lord has prepared for those 
who love and honor Him; believers 
from throughout the ages will live 
with God forever. Those already in 
Heaven will one day be joined by a 
vast host.

On that Day when Jesus Christ 
establishes His eternal Kingdom, 
those whose names are written in 
the Book of Life will receive all 
He has prepared for those who 
love Him and obey His Word. We 
will have endless time to enjoy and 
explore the wonders of a restored 
paradise on Earth and share in 
the countless 
adventures 
that await us 
throughout the 
expanse of the 
entire universe. 
We will never 
cease to be 
amazed by 
the glory of 
our God and 
overjoyed with the blessings He 
will lavish on His children.

By contrast, those who reject 
God’s offer of salvation in this 
life, to enjoy the convenience of 
compromise, pleasure, popularity 
or prestige will be named among 
the “cowardly” mentioned in 
Revelation 21:8. They will 
forfeit God’s blessed Kingdom, 
quarantined from His glorious 
presence.

Don’t succumb to the 
seductive spirit of this age. Don’t 
compromise your faith and fashion 
your lifestyle to the current cultural 
trends and popular morality 
standards. Be encouraged, rather, 
by the throngs of people who 
have gone before you and whose 
testimonies spur you on.

Be a part of the millions of 

people alive on this planet today 
who faithfully serve and honor 
Jesus Christ in spite of ridicule, 
oppression, hostility, persecution 
and someday, possible martyrdom. 
I promise that you will never regret 
serving Jesus Christ. And I assure 
everyone who rejects or refuses to 
accept Him that they will eternally 
regret that decision.

Believers throughout the history 
of the Church have fought in the 
“arena of life” to proclaim the 
Gospel. Now it is our time to stand 
strong in the “arena” for Christ. We 
must not shrink back or cower in 
fear. That great cloud of witnesses, 
in fact, all of Heaven, is watching 
and cheering us on!

The world does not need more 
wasted lives, burnouts, conformers, 

compromisers 
or those who 
cave to all the 
peer pressure. 
What we do 
need are those 
with God-given 
courage to 
stand up and 
make their 
lives count. 

Instead of being influenced by the 
world, let’s influence our world for 
Jesus Christ!

It has been said that a strong 
person stands up for him or herself 
and a stronger person stands up for 
others. But I say that the strongest 
people stand up for their testimony 
of Jesus Christ and God’s Word.

As a teenager, my idea of a man 
of God was that of a weak, foolish, 
boring, cowardly person—a real 
loser! After many years of living 
for Christ, I now know better: 
The wisest, strongest and most 
courageous decision of my life was 
in receiving Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Lord and living for Him. My 
idea today of a true man or woman 
of God is of a person strong, wise, 
adventurous, courageous—a true 
Champion!

Believers throughout the 
history of the Church 

have fought in the “arena 
of life” to proclaim the 

Gospel. Now it is our time 
to stand strong in the 

“arena” for Christ.

Contending  
for the Faith! 

Jim Weikal
Jude, the brother of James and Jesus, 

writes his epistle during the tumultuous 
times of the early church. It is dated to 
the mid-60s A.D. At this time Rome 
is ruled by emperors and Paul is under 
house arrest awaiting trial before Caesar. 
Emperor Nero is blaming Christians for 
the fire in Rome, and he executes many 
believers including Peter and later on 
Paul. In a few years (AD 70) the temple 
will be destroyed and Jerusalem sacked.

In the midst of all these events 
impacting our first century brothers and 
sisters is the heretical doctrines taught by 
“ungodly persons” (v. 4). This pattern of 
false doctrine from ungodly teachers has 
continued, and is why Jude’s letter is so 
21st century, especially v. 3: 

Beloved, while I was making every 
effort to write you about our common 
salvation, I felt the necessity to write 
to you appealing that you contend 
earnestly for the faith which was once 
for all handed down to the saints.
This “contending for the faith” is not 

just for select individuals but for all 
believers. So beloved, stay prayed up 
and also read up in the Word. Then stand 
up and be a witness for Christ until He 
returns! Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Annual Receipt
A few weeks ago we mailed receipts for 

your total 2022 giving to BRM. If you did 
not receive a receipt or if our records are 
incorrect in any way please let us know. 
Receipts for 2023 will be sent annually, 
however, cash donations and special gifts 
are usually receipted immediately. This 
helps us maximize funds while maintaining 
strict integrity in receipting donations. 

Perhaps you support the ministry with 
prayer, non-cash donations, volunteering your 
time and services, giving through your church 
or in some other way. For all such support 
we are truly grateful. Also, if you support 
this ministry through your church missions 
program, please inform us, otherwise we 
have no other way of knowing.  

May God bless and use  
your life for His glory in 2023!



In Memory Of 
Evelyn Hettrick 

Witzigman
7/31/1928 - 12/5/2022

Evelyn was a 
wonderful and blessed 
Christian. She was 
always a joy when 
she came into the 
ministry center with 
her daughter Karen 
to drop off books 
and devotionals or 
change that she saved 
for our World Literature 
Outreach. As well as 
many other positions 
at New Virginia United Methodist Church, Evelyn 
served on the church missions committee and was 
instrumental in their support of the Bill Rudge 
Ministry’s school assemblies program. 

Never complaining of pain, Evelyn was a light 
for her Lord and Savior wherever she went. Her 
testimony will continue to touch lives through the 
school assemblies and world outreach packages she 
helped to sponsor.

This very day Evelyn is alive in the presence of her 
Lord and Savior and reunited with her husband, son 
and other family members and friends. Evelyn has 
met Jesus face to face and is experiencing what the 
Psalmist said, “In Thy presence is fullness of joy.” 
May the Holy Spirit comfort Karen and other family 
members as they cherish the wonderful memories of 
Evelyn, awaiting that magnificent day when Christ 
returns. The dead will be raised from their graves to 
be transformed with new immortal, glorified bodies! 

Lester Covert 
by Mary Ann Covert

Lora Covert 
by Mary Ann Covert
Evelyn Witzigman

by  
George Faber 

Terry & Joann Faber 
Karen & Russell Knight 

Barbara & Jim Witzigman 
Cheri Witzigman 

In Memory Of

Evelyn and her daughter Karen 
bring a jar of change to BRM to 

help fund the mailing of packages 
for our World Literature Outreach.

Pictured at left are some of 
the men Bill (3rd from right, 
front row) recently spoke 
to at Western PA Adult and 
Teen Challenge. According 
to Pastoral Counselor, Jeff 
Smith, the response was 
excellent and the men loved 
Bill’s challenging message. 
Pastor Jeff also commented 
that they loved the many 
books Bill brought to the men 
and are “eating” them up.  

Leave a legacy that 
will bear fruit after you 
have gone to be with 
the LORD. Prayerfully 

consider including BRM 
in your will.

Special thanks to the 
following church

not mentioned in the 
January newsletter:

Marienville U.M. Church

Ministry Highlights
• 2023 Bill believes 2023 is going to 

be a significant year for our nation and 
world. He feels compelled to reach as 
many people as possible while it is yet 
day for night is coming when no one can 
work. Thus far the new year has been 
filled with activity and opportunity. 

• Upcoming In February Bill and 
Karen will be ministering at New Hope 
Baptist Church in Lake Wales, Florida 
to the youth, women, Sunday School 
class and Sunday morning service. Also, 
Bill will be speaking at the Jacksonville 
Salvation Army Adult Rehab Center to 
over 100 men. In April, Bill and Karen 
will be leading their 11th Holy Land 
Adventure. Upon returning, Bill will be 
doing school assemblies, defense classes 
in public and parochial schools, leading 
groups through the obstacle course, and 
speaking at various churches, as well 
as doing radio broadcasts, newsletters, 
blogs, serving as chaplain to many 
in need of crisis intervention, street 
ministry, and coordinating staff and 
volunteer work projects.

• World Literature Outreach 
Bill and Karen recently delivered a SUV 
load of biblical resources to Equipping 
the Saints and Hands For Christ in 
Virginia for distribution overseas and 
to U.S. prisons. We also continue to 
mail packets and boxes of Bill and BJ’s 
books and audio messages in response to 
the numerous requests we receive from 
throughout the U.S. and world. 

• 25 Books Bill is moving toward 
his arduous goal of writing 14 new 
books, booklets and pamphlets as well 
as updating and expanding 11 he had 
previously written – all by December 31, 
2023. Six of the 25 have been printed, 
two more are at the printer, and four 
others nearing readiness. We are printing 
over 200,000 copies of these new 
books which are also being formatted 
as E-Books and audio books. This 
project will cost over $200,000 so we 
are trusting God for His provision. Bill’s 
desire is to get these books and biblical 
resources to multiple “mission fields” 
before the Lord’s return. People are 
accepting Christ as Savior so please pray 
God continues to transform lives! 

Proofreaders Greatly Appreciated!
Bill and BJ pray (and fast) as they seek the Lord for inspiration and anointing to 

write articles and books. Although they write all their own articles and books, BRM 
is blessed to have many volunteers who help with the typing, confirming Scripture 
references and proofreading. Our heartfelt thanks to the following who help with 

our publications in a diversity of ways:
Bruce Adams, Dan Burick, Alice Garcia, Lois Greathouse, Ruth Ischo, Geil 

Lee, Rosemary Lozier, Darlinda McDonald, Ann Ore, Sue Renich, Karen Rudge, 
Susan Simmons, Lily Smith, Dan Stockdale, Tom Toth, Jim Weikal, Louise 
Wieneke, Joe Wingard, Sandra Wolfgang, Gert Wooten and Scott Young 

BRM goals are to reach 
a searching world with 

the Gospel and challenge 
believers to reach their 

maximum potential in Christ!


