
As a new Christian in the early 1970s, I read 
aaccounts in the Old Testament about the immoral 

and idolatrous acts of the Israelites – and the resulting 
judgments. I thought to myself, “How could God’s 
people be so foolish as to participate in such wicked and 
rebellious behavior, and do so repeatedly?” Yet today, 
such behavior is the accepted norm in 
far too many churches. 

As the world increases in defiant 
rebellion and refuses to repent of its 
obsessive appetite for immorality, 
many in the church not only accept, 
but endorse, celebrate and even 
participate in these practices as the 
Israelites did with the idolatrous 
Moabites (Numbers 25:1-3). The 
prophet Ezekiel said, “Son of man, 
do you see what they are doing – the 
great abominations which the house 
of Israel are committing here, so that 
I would be far from My sanctuary?” 
(Ezekiel 8:6). 

Israel’s apostasy caused God to 
distance Himself and no longer hear 
their prayers. The Israelites turned 
to spirits and mediums for guidance and listened to 
false prophets who led them astray – to their eventual 
destruction. I think the Lord is likewise appalled by what 
is going on in many churches today! Some beliefs and 
practices are so appalling that I can not even put them 
in print. Are we, by our detestable practices, driving the 
Lord from our churches and our land? Have we so lost the 
convicting power of the Holy Spirit and the authority of 
God’s Word that we must resort to entertainment to draw 
a crowd? The nineteenth-century pastor Charles Spurgeon 
said, “The devil has seldom done a cleverer thing than 
hinting to the church that part of their mission is to provide 
entertainment for the people, with a view to winning 
them.” 

Truth has stumbled in the street as our culture drifts 
further and further from God’s Word. It seems obvious 
that as one biblical principle after another is cast to the 
wind, and one virtue upon another is trampled to the 

ground, there is a parallel loss of 
God’s blessing and protection as 
calamity after calamity confronts 
our nation, and one freedom after 

another is taken from us. Many have so little spiritual 
discernment that they will not understand until all is lost! 

To reverse the chaotic state of our country, we must cry 
out to the Lord, truly repent and turn from the wickedness 
that is enveloping our society and infiltrating the church. 
If the body of Christ does not sincerely repent and purify 

herself, be assured that even greater 
judgment will come to America and 
persecution to the church. We must 
change our course before intensifying 
darkness on the near horizon 
completely overwhelms us. 

For many years I have warned 
about increasing apostasy in the body 
of Christ and issued a call to return 
to biblical Christianity. Jeremiah 
prophesied God’s impending national 
judgment on apostate Judah for 40 
years before it came to pass through 
the invading Babylonians. Some 
may not believe God’s prophesied 
judgments are coming to this 
generation – but unless we truly 
repent, they will!

Age of Love, Peace and Unity
The Bible foretells a blessed age to come of love, peace 

and unity. However, before Christ’s Millennial Kingdom 
comes, Scripture warns of an unprecedented time of 
deception. No warning is more stressed concerning the 
time before Christ’s return than that of deception and 
delusion: false teachers, false prophets, false prophecies, 
false signs and wonders, false unity movement and false 
peace. All this will lead to the ultimate false messiah in 
the diabolical reign of the Antichrist, and his accomplice 
– the supreme false spiritual leader, identified as the False 
Prophet. 

No wonder Jesus’ foremost admonition in the Olivet 
Discourse is to beware and watch that no one deceives 
you. Paul the apostle foretells that before Christ’s coming 
there will be a great apostasy and the man of lawlessness 
(Antichrist) will be revealed. A strong delusion will come 
upon all who do not love the truth and they will believe 
Satan’s lie that the Antichrist is the promised Messiah and 
Savior of the world. 

It is obvious that the world is being prepared for the 
deceptive and seductive reign of the Antichrist who will 
receive his authority from Satan. He will usher in a short-
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lived, false peace before he proclaims himself to be God 
in the rebuilt Temple in Jerusalem. He will seek control 
over, and worship from, every human being on earth (2 
Thessalonians 2; Revelation 13).

A Powerful Delusion
False prophets, influenced by demonic entities, will 

perform impressive miracles to validate their lying 
messages. There will be an escalation of false signs and 
wonders, as well as strange phenomena.

Today, many Christians and even pastors lack 
discernment – deficient in knowledge of prophetic 
Scripture, devoting little time to the study of God’s Word 
and prayer, while spending too much time in 
unprofitable activities, sometimes engaged in 
behavior which compromises them morally. 
They are not prepared, nor are they preparing 
the body of Christ for what is coming. Their 
focus is on “pleasing themselves and people” 
rather than contending “earnestly for the faith 
which was once for all handed down to the 
saints” (Jude 3). 

Is it any wonder that people today are 
increasingly rejecting biblical truth while 
embracing atheism, paganism, mysticism and 
occultism; throwing off moral restraints to 
follow a path of wanton pleasure. With the 
need for spiritual discernment disregarded, 
we are living in an ideal environment for the 
perfect storm for deception. 

While the Bible and faith in Christ are 
systematically removed from today’s culture, 
there is an insatiable appetite for sorcery, 
supernatural phenomena and powers, as well 
as growing violence and sexual immorality. 
Today’s generation is being programmed through movies, 
music, the printed page, media and the Internet. Consider 
the influence of alcohol, mind-altering drugs, the growing 
popularity of mind-body-spirit healing techniques, 
and meditative practices to achieve altered states of 
consciousness. No wonder Paul wrote that a “deluding 
influence” will come upon them in the end times and they 
will believe what is false (2 Thessalonians 2:11). 

What do you think this generation will do when the 
Antichrist appears, whose coming “will be in accordance 
with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit 
miracles, signs and wonders” (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)? 
Of course they will idolize him, for just as Revelation 13:8 
states, “All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast 
[Antichrist] – all whose names have not been written in the 
Book of Life....”

Examine Scripture
Since Jesus and the apostles warned about apostasy 

and deception in the end times, why are so many pastors 

accepting or endorsing unbiblical and anti-biblical 
teachings under their watch as shepherds? 

Several years ago I performed the wedding of a 
professor from an elite university. Attending the wedding 
was an out of state pastor. At the reception she told me 
of her concern for the Church and how attendance was 
dwindling. Continuing in conversation, she informed 
me that she believes in evolution and accepts virtually 
all beliefs and lifestyles. She also told me about several 
techniques she had learned and was teaching to her 
congregation – techniques that were pure New Age 
spirituality. 

I told this pastor she needs to examine, 
in context, the prophecies of Jesus and the 
apostles concerning Christ’s second coming. 
I assured her that just as the prophecies of 
Christ’s first coming were accurately fulfilled, 
so will the prophecies of His second coming. 
Besides, Jesus and the apostles precisely 
foretold the spiritual condition of the Church in 
the end times. She was unfamiliar with Paul’s 
prophecy in Second Thessalonians chapter 2 
about the great apostasy and strong delusion, 
yet she is part of its very fulfillment. I pray 
God opens her eyes and the eyes of all pastors 
and believers to have discernment and to stand 
strong for biblical Christianity in these times of 
compromise.

Warnings
Do those who distance themselves from the 

clear teachings of Scripture, and who embrace 
today’s corrupt culture not realize they are 
actually fulfilling end-time prophecy? Are they 
unaware of, or simply ignoring:

• Jesus’ warning of false prophets, false christs and of 
being lukewarm (Matthew 24:5, 11, and 24; Revelation 
3:16); 

• Paul’s warning of apostasy (falling away from the 
faith), false signs and wonders, deceitful spirits and 
doctrines of demons (2 Thessalonians 2:3, 9-12; 1 
Timothy 4:1); 

• Peter’s warning of false prophets and false teachers 
who introduce destructive heresies (2 Peter 2:1-15); 

• Jude’s warning of godless men who change the grace 
of our God into license for immorality (Jude 4); 

• John’s warning to not be deceived by false signs and 
miracles (Revelation 13:13-14 and 19:20). 

The beliefs and practices of many Christian leaders 
and their followers exemplify what God’s Word warns 
believers to come out from. This is not a day to drift from 
Scripture or to accept so called “new revelations,” but a 
critical time to remain firmly grounded in the Bible, lest 



the prophecies of falling away from the faith become true 
of you, your church or ministry.

A Word to Pastors
As Shepherds, you are responsible to the Lord regarding 

what you teach and what you allow in your church. Protect 
your flock from false teachers – from wolves in sheep’s 
clothing. 

Develop discernment through consistent, deep Bible 
study and prayer. Resist the temptations of greed and 
immorality. Don’t be consumed with desire for pleasure, 
popularity and power.  

 Don’t fade into the pages of lukewarm Christianity as 
did the Laodicean church whom Jesus warned would be 
vomited out of His mouth (Revelation 3:16). Note that our 

Lord extended mercy and offered restoration to the Church 
at Laodicea: “Those whom I love, I rebuke and discipline; 
therefore be zealous and repent” (Revelation 3:19). 

Take a few minutes to ponder Jesus’ parable of the 
faithful and the wicked servants the master put in charge of 
his household (Matthew 24:45-51). When the Lord returns, 
may you prove to be a wise and loyal servant.

Do not let a fearful day of reckoning await you because 
you built your own kingdom on earth, twisting God’s 
Word to condone your beliefs and lifestyle. Rather, 
receive honor in Christ’s Millennial Kingdom because you 
remained faithful to Him and His Word. 

Remember, the days in which we live require much 
faith, courage and discernment which come only through 
knowing Scripture and being led by God’s Spirit! 

The name “Babylon” traces its origin to “Babel,” which 
symbolizes idolatry, sorcery, immorality and rebellion 

against God. Babylon was founded by Nimrod and was 
the site of the first organized system of idolatrous religion 
exemplified in the Tower of Babel (Genesis 10:8-10; 11:1-
9). It was there God confused their language and scattered 
them over the face of the earth.

Babylon is used in the book of Revelation to exemplify 
the apostate church and religious system 
of the last days, through which all 
nations will be made drunk with the 
wine of her immorality (Revelation 
14:8; 17:2; 18:3, 23). 

Mother of Harlots
Babylon the Great is a mystery that 

will be revealed in the end times as 
an ecumenical amalgamation of the 
universal apostate church, false religion 
and New Age spirituality. She is rightly 
called the Mother of Harlots because all 
false religion can be traced to her. Dr. 
T.V. Oommen, a research scientist and 
biblical scholar, originally from India, 
studied the history of religions. He told 
me he was convinced the origins of all 
idolatry, the occult and false religions 
(cults) stem from Babylon and the 
Tower of Babel. 

Harlot is a metaphor for idolatry or religious apostasy. 
This spiritual prostitute will intoxicate the leaders 
and inhabitants of the earth with her abominable and 
blasphemous teachings and practices. Revelation 17:15 
identifies the “many waters” on which the great harlot 
sits as “peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues 
[languages].” Her association with the kings of the earth 
reveals the scope of her influence. That this woman sits on 

the beast indicates the Antichrist will initially support her 
(Revelation 17:3). The apostate church will cooperate with 
the False Prophet in forcing people to receive the mark of 
the beast on their right hand or forehead and will influence 
the masses to worship the Antichrist and his image.

 Apostate Church
The Antichrist will use the apostate church to help 

catapult himself into power and to unify his global 
kingdom. However, he will hate this 
materially wealthy, morally corrupt and 
politically influential apostate church, 
and will bring her to a sudden end 
(Revelation 17:16-17). Her destruction 
probably occurs after the Antichrist 
desecrates the rebuilt Temple and 
proclaims himself to be God! He not 
only breaks his covenant with Israel, 
but also turns on the apostate church. 
Tolerating only himself to be worshiped, 
he will destroy anything that even 
remotely resembles Christianity. 

This is the frightful (but just) end of 
the apostate church. Designed to be the 
bride of Christ, a light and evangel to the 
world, the apostate church has become 
a spiritual prostitute, involved in every 
loathsome practice imaginable, being 

“drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of 
the witnesses of Jesus” (Revelation 17:6). 

Soon after the destruction of Babylon (Revelation 18:8-
9), the Antichrist, False Prophet and the kings of the earth 
and their armies will meet their end at Armageddon during 
Christ’s Second Coming. In contrast, true believers will 
rule and reign with Christ during the Millennium. The 
faithful will inherit all God has prepared for those who 
overcome (Revelation 21:7).
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Question: I have little knowledge about the book of 
Revelation and would love an explanation of chapter 17. 
Answer: Before we deal with Revelation 17, keep in 
mind the three main approaches in interpreting the book 
of Revelation. 

First, there are those who see it as a book of symbols 
depicting a struggle between good and evil. Thus, the 
book is not communicating past or future historical events 
but teaching the reader spiritual lessons. 

Second, there are those who see the book describing 
events that have already occurred. Primarily, they claim 
that the book of Revelation describes events that happened 
when the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in AD 70. 

Finally, there are those who see Revelation as describing 
future events. While there is validity in all of these 
positions, I hold to the view that the book of Revelation, 
primarily chapters 4-22, describes future events. 

There are a number of reasons why I believe that the 
book of Revelation is dealing with future events. Without 
getting bogged down in details, consider the outline of 
the book found in chapter 1 verse 19. Here you see that 
there is a past (“things which you have seen” – chapter 
1); present (“things which are” – chapters 2 and 3); and 
future (“things which will take place after these things” – 
chapters 4-22). 

From a futurist perspective, the book of Revelation 
describes events that will occur prior to the Second 
Coming of Jesus Christ. One of the key events is that a 
future world leader, known as the Antichrist, will rise to 
power (see Revelation 13:1-10; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-11; 
Daniel 7:8, 21-26; 9:24-27). He, under the influence of 
Satan himself, will seek to bring the entire world under 
his authority as he unleashes worldwide persecution upon 
Jews and Christians. Getting into chapter 17, what we 
see described is the future empire the Antichrist will set 
up. Specifically, the Antichrist will use politics, military, 
money and religion to bring together his worldwide 
empire.

 The focus of chapter 17 is upon the religious dimension 
of this future empire. In the opening verses we are told 
that we will see the judgment of the great harlot who sits 
on many waters. She is riding on a scarlet beast (verses 
1-6) and we are provided with the identity of both the 
woman and the beast (verses 7-18). In essence, what 
is being described is a one-world religious system. It 
is interesting to note that a move toward a one-world 
religion is the mantra of many leaders today. 

As we move further into the chapter we find that she 
has a name on her forehead saying, “Mystery, Babylon 
the Great, the mother of harlots and the abominations of 
the earth” (verse 5). Second only to Jerusalem, Babylon 
is the most mentioned city in the Bible. Tracing this 
city’s history through the Bible you will find that it was 
a center for idolatry, false religion, sorcery, witchcraft 
and immorality. In fact, scholars say that you can trace 

pagan worship back to Babylon. Throughout Scripture, 
Babylon is almost always a symbol of opposition to God. 
It was the location for the first worldwide rebellion against 
God (Tower of Babel) and we find in chapter 17 that it 
represents the final worldwide rebellion against God prior 
to Christ’s Second Coming.

We find this image of 7 heads elsewhere in Scripture 
(Daniel 7:7; Revelation 12:3; 17:3). The interpretation of 
these 7 heads are given to us in verses 9 and 10 of chapter 
17, “The seven heads are seven mountains on which the 
woman sits, and they are seven kings; five have fallen, 
one is, the other has not yet come.” In this explanation, 
7 world empires have and will arise throughout human 
history. Daniel identified mountains as kingdoms/world 
empires when he taught that in the end times Christ will 
destroy the Gentile nations and set up a mountain that 
will fill the whole earth (Daniel 2:35). Daniel identifies 
this mountain as the kingdom of Christ (Daniel 2:44). 
These empires are described within the context of when 
the apostle John was alive: Five have fallen: 1. Egypt; 
2. Assyria; 3. Babylon; 4. Medo-Persia; and 5. Greece; 
One is (the empire in power when John was alive): 6. 
Rome; and the other has not yet come: 7. Antichrist’s final 
worldwide empire.

Finally, let us consider the 10 horns: We are told in two 
places in Scripture that the 10 horns are ten kings (Daniel 
7:23-24; Revelation 17:12-14). According to verses 12-14, 
these kings all have one purpose and that is to give their 
authority to the beast (Antichrist). The reality of the world 
moving toward a one-world leader is no longer science 
fiction. This movement can best be seen in Europe, where 
various European countries voluntarily gave up aspects 
of their national sovereignty to be part of the European 
Union. 
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City of Sorceries
by Jim Weikal

Ancient Babylon was located about 50 miles south of 
modern Baghdad, Iraq. The prophet Daniel, as well as 

hundreds of other Jews, were deported to this great city. 
“Babylon contained many temples and a huge ziggurat 

called Etemenanki and its sacred enclosure. Its seven stories 
perhaps towered some 300 feet above the city” (Holman 
Bible Dictionary).

These luxurious temples dedicated to false deities no 
longer exist and neither does the great city of Babylon. These 
imaginary deities have no power against the God of Scripture. 
“Both of these will overtake you in a moment, on a single 
day: loss of children and widowhood. They will come upon 
you in full measure, in spite of your many sorceries and all 
your potent spells” (Isaiah 47:9).

To worship anyone or anything outside the God of the 
Bible is foolhardy and a waste of effort. A Christian certainly 
should have nothing to do with them and look only to the 
God of the Bible.


