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Our earnest prayer is that all who have helped this ministry in any way come to know Jesus Christ in a real and
personal way. We want none to be lost who have helped to make this ministry possible, but for all to come to
salvation and inherit everything God has prepared for those who love Him and obey His Word. So we are dedicating
much of this month’s newsletter to one of the most crucial topics in the Bible – Salvation.

What Is A Christian?
How You Can Know Christ
by Bill Rudge
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elievers in Jesus were first called Christians at
Antioch (Acts 11:26). The testimony to Jesus as the
Christ (Messiah) was so strong in Antioch (the largest
city of the Roman province of Syria and a center for
missionary activity) that His followers and disciples were
identified as Christians (a term of derision in the earliest
days of the church meaning “of the family of Christ” but
eventually, followers of Christ came to love and adopt this
name).
Today, Christian has a much broader and often entirely
different meaning than its original use. Many believe
a Christian is someone who merely goes to church,
believes in God, lives a good life, or tries to keep the
commandments. While it is true that such things as church
attendance, water baptism, living a godly lifestyle, and a
loving attitude should definitely be marks of a believer,
these should never be misconceived as the criteria for
someone to become a Christian. We must examine
Scripture and, based upon its
authority, determine what it really
means to come to faith in Jesus
Christ.
billrudgeministries.org

Not by Works
According to Scripture, doing good works or keeping
God’s Law does not make someone a Christian. The
apostle Paul explains that one of the purposes of the Law
in the Tanakh (Old Testament) was to show us that we all
are sinners and can never achieve the standards required
by God. Because of our sinful nature, we continually fall
short of the mark. This dilemma reveals our need for a
Savior (Galatians 3:24; John 6:28-29).
But by Faith
It is by faith in Jesus Christ, therefore, that we are saved
(2 Timothy 1:9; Titus 3:4-7; Romans 9:30-33). Nothing
is more tragic than someone pursuing a false hope of
salvation through his or her good works when Jesus offers
true salvation as a free gift (Ephesians 2:4-5, 8-9; Romans
3:28; Galatians 2:16; Romans 10:2-4).
Only through the shed blood of Jesus Christ is
forgiveness available and a restored relationship with
the Father made possible. Only Christ is the perfect
sacrifice and substitute that satisfies a holy and just God
(2 Corinthians 5:21; Colossians 1:22; Hebrews 9:22). The
animal sacrifices in the Hebrew Scriptures were merely a
foreshadowing of the death of God’s Son on the cross (1
Peter 3:18).
So Jesus paid the penalty for our sins; He suffered and
died in our place. We don’t have to “perform” for God out
of fear and guilt, but are now free to serve and obey Him
because we know and love Him (Philippians 3:3-9; Acts
20:24).
Good works done after accepting Christ spring from a
heart of gratitude. Because of what the Lord accomplished
on the cross, a believer is enabled to do good deeds. These
acts are the fruit and result of salvation, not the cause of
it (James 2:14-26; Acts 26:20). The Bible is clear. We are
not saved by dead faith (James 2:17) nor by dead works
(Hebrews 6:1; 9:14), but by a living faith which results in
“love and good deeds” (Hebrews 10:24).
God’s Righteousness
We cannot expect to be accepted by God because of our
own goodness. Romans 3:23 points this out emphatically:
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
This does not mean that we cannot do good, but according
to God’s standard of righteousness, we all miss the mark.
In all the religions of the world, there are people seeking
to establish their own righteousness to earn salvation. In
Biblical Christianity, however, it is the righteousness of
Jesus Christ which makes possible salvation as a free gift,
through faith, to those who will receive it (Romans 1:16-
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17). Peace with God has been made possible by His own
provision (Romans 5:1).
Religion vs. Relationship
The world is filled with religions, but salvation is found
only in Jesus Christ (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 John 5:1112). Religion is an attempt to reach God through human
effort, traditions and ideas, but true Christianity is having
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Religion is what
one does for God, but salvation is what God has done for
us (2 Corinthians 5:1).
Know the Lord
I was buying blueberries one day when the young
woman selling them told me about the recent death of
her father. She was still grieving, so I asked if her father
knew the Lord. I wanted to gain some insight in an attempt
to provide her some hope and encouragement. She said,
“Yes, he made his peace with God.” I asked, “How about
you?” She informed me she went to church but was not
close to the Lord.
I said to her, “You can tell me about your father and
even show me pictures, and although I can know all
about him, I will never have a personal relationship with
him like you had.” I continued, “Most people who go to
church know about God like I would about your father,
but God wants us to know Him in the personal way you
knew your father.” Her eyes lit up as she told me that
this is what she desired. After prayer, she hugged me,
tears streaming down her face. She said, “This was not a
chance meeting; I was meant to talk to you.”
Scripture teaches that we must know the Lord by having
an intimate and personal relationship with Jesus Christ. A
Christian is someone who has a restored relationship with
God the Father through a personal faith and acceptance
of His Son Jesus and His finished work on the cross. True
Christianity is not a lifeless, external form of religion, but
a living, vital, personal relationship with the Creator of the
universe who is knowable and seeks to be known.
The qualifying factor for us to be pardoned by God’s
forgiveness and declared righteous by Him is that we
“believe in” the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 16:30-31). To
“believe in” means to be persuaded of, and hence, to
trust in, rely on, and be faithful to. To “believe in” is not
merely acknowledging the reality of Christ, but a belief
that results in your accepting His provision of salvation,
having confidence in Him as the only way of salvation,
and committing your life and eternal destiny to Him. It
means trusting Him as your Savior and obeying Him as
your Lord.
New Creation
Jesus informed Nicodemus, a Pharisee and member
of the Sanhedrin, that one could not see or enter the
Kingdom of God without spiritual rebirth (John 3:3). One
must be “born again” or “born from above.”

Second Corinthians 5:17 says:
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new.
This does not mean that once you accept Christ you
become perfect and no longer sin. It does mean that your
attitude of rebellion and self-centeredness begins to change
to one of obedience and Christ-centeredness. You begin
growing and maturing in this new life as you develop a
whole new way of thinking and acting. As you yield and
submit to Jesus Christ through obedience to His Word and
Spirit, He begins to mold and direct your life. He starts
working in and through you to fulfill God’s ultimate goal
for your life – being conformed to the image of His Son
(Romans 8:29; 2 Corinthians 3:18).
How good it is to know that your new birth is only the
beginning of your new relationship with the Lord and the
commencement of a continual growth process in your new
life. You now have the assurance from Scripture that God
“is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure” (Philippians 2:13), and that “He who began a
good work in you will carry it on to completion until the
day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6).
The Book of Life
This world is not all there is to life. Jesus Christ will
return as the victorious King of kings and Lord of lords.
You can either come to know Him as Savior and Lord
in this life or meet Him as Judge in the afterlife. Those
who ignore or reject God’s provision of salvation—Jesus
Christ, the Lamb of God—will be eternally separated from
God’s presence. Those who receive Him will not come
into judgment, but will pass through death into life (John
5:24; John 3:16).
When you accept God’s free gift of salvation your name
is written in the Book of Life. Have you committed your
life to Jesus Christ? Is your name written in the Book of
Life? Revelation chapters 21 and 22 give a glimpse of the
incredible things in store for those who receive the Lord
Jesus Christ!

Experience His Reality
Years ago, by God’s grace, I chose to commit my life to
Jesus Christ. Making a 180-degree turn, I began following
Him as Savior and Lord. It is called repentance – dying to
self and living for Christ. I asked His forgiveness for my
life of rebellion and sin, and I acknowledged His rightful
position as Lord of my life. I obeyed His Word by being
baptized and developed a consistent life of Bible study,
prayer, and fellowship with other believers. I strive to live
for the Lord with all my heart, with all my mind, and with
all my strength.
You, too, can have new life in Christ. Repent and
believe in the Lord Jesus. As one whose name is written
in the Lamb’s Book of Life, you will inherit all that God

has prepared for those who love Him and obey His
Word. Once you experience a life-changing faith
in Jesus Christ, you will want to grow in this new
relationship and begin uncovering the depths of the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge in Him and His
Word.
I do hope you will join me and the millions of others
throughout history whose lives have been dramatically
changed through the transforming power of the
resurrected Christ. Surrender your life to Him today.
Experience His peace and the joy that transcends your
circumstances – and have hope for the life to come.

Examine Yourself

BJ Rudge, Ph.D.
The apostle Paul told the Corinthians to examine
themselves to see whether or not they were in the
faith (2 Corinthians 13:5). Many people base their
confidence in trying to be a “good” person and live a
“good” life. Others believe they are saved by merely
reciting the sinner’s prayer or responding emotionally
to an altar call – and then living any way they choose.
Still others think salvation is simply an intellectual
acknowledgement of beliefs in God, Jesus, and the
Bible.
These views of salvation allow many people to
believe they are on their way to heaven, when in fact,
they may not be. Jesus clearly warns that many will
stand before Him claiming to be saved and He will
say: “I never knew you; depart from Me ...” (Matthew
7:23). So in light of this sobering verse, it is crucial
that each of us can answer the question, “Am I really
a Christian according to what the Bible says about a
believer in Christ?”
The apostle John provides the answer to this question
in his first epistle, “These things I have written to
you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that
you may know that you have eternal life” (1 John
5:13). Consider the following points that John makes;
indicators of the certainty of eternal life:
1. Admit and confess your sins (1 John 1:8-9).
2. Acknowledge Jesus as the Son of God (1 John
2:22-23; 4:15).
3. Live a life of obedience and keep God’s
commandments (1 John 1:6-7; 2:3-6, 29; 3:7-10; 5:2).
4. Display love to others (1 John 2:9-11; 3:10, 15,
17-19; 4:7-9).
5. Possess the hope and longing for Jesus’ return
(1 John 3:2-3).
6. Love other believers and enjoy having
fellowship with them (1 John 5:1).
7. Persevere in the faith (1 John 2:24).

Salvation: Easy as A-B-C and D

Bill Rudge
I have experienced hundreds of exciting witness
encounters using insight through creative ideas and
illustrations. Every encounter has its own approach and
conversational style, but the final message is as simple as
A-B-C and D:
dmit you are a sinner in need of God’s forgiveness.
There is nothing you can do to pay the penalty of sin
or earn your salvation (Romans 3:23). The penalty for sin
is death, and only God’s righteous, sinless Son could pay
that penalty. So, the only solution to your dilemma is to
come to Jesus Christ in repentance, receive His free gift of
salvation, and accept Him as your Savior and Lord. “But as
many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, even to those who believe in His name”
(John 1:12).
elieve in your heart that Jesus died for your sins and
rose from the dead. Just believing in something doesn’t
make it true, no matter how sincere you are. Nor is it the
intensity of belief that makes something true. It is who
and what you believe in that really matters. Jesus said,
“...unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your
sins” (John 8:24). To “believe in” is more than merely
acknowledging the reality of Jesus Christ; it means “to trust
in and rely on” –– a belief that results in committing your
life to Him.
onfess with your mouth that Jesus died and rose
again. Tell others that you have accepted Him as your
Savior and Lord. “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as
Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from
the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person
believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he
confesses, resulting in salvation” (Romans 10:9-10).
When you sincerely act on A, B, and C, something
amazing happens. God’s Spirit indwells you and begins to
mold you into a new creation. Your name is written in the
Book of Life! And when you depart this life, you will be
welcomed into God’s eternal kingdom and receive all He
has prepared for those who love Him.
emonstrate your faith by growing in your personal
relationship with Jesus Christ through regular Bible
study and prayer, fellowshipping with other believers,
and being a witness to those who do not yet know Him.
Demonstrate a changed life as His Spirit and Word
transform you, molding you into the person you were
created to be.
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No Greater Love

Knowing and living for Jesus Christ is a wonderful
spiritual journey with life-changing experiences and eternal
blessings. Your acceptance of Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord will prove to be the wisest, most courageous, and
most eternally significant decision you will ever make.

In Memory Of

April 18 - 26, 2023
To receive a brochure, including itinerary and registration form,
check the appropriate box on the enclosed envelope insert form,
email brm7@me.com or call 724-983-1223.

Special thanks for everyone who donated items on
our Special Needs list last month and to those who
contributed funds toward the purchase of some of the
needed items. And thanks to all those who have donated

THE MIRACLE CONTINUES
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(or will be donating) supplies and services or helped
with summer projects at BRM. We also give thanks for
our regular supporters and those who send in special
occasional donations. THANKS TO ALL OF YOU!

August 1977 – 2022

Youth and Maturity

orty-five years this month for Bill Rudge Ministries
(BRM) and it is still going strong. Bill and Karen
have ministered so long now that we forget they were
once youngsters with a heart to work for their Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
Ever since the Lord sent me to this ministry back in
the mid-eighties, I have always respected Bill’s wisdom
and judgment. But I am sure many people just shook
their heads that two recently saved “kids” in their early
twenties would ever last for this long in a ministry that
must look to the Lord daily for its survival.
I am reminded of Timothy whom God called to minister
with the apostle Paul. Unlike our 21st century culture,
which places great stress on youthfulness, the Greeks
placed a high value on age and experience. Timothy was
young by their standards (thirties) so Paul encouraged
him: “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you
are young, but set an example in speech, in life, in love,
in faith and in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12).
Over the years God has provided many challenges for
this ministry, and Bill and Karen have met them through
God’s grace. I am an eyewitness to many of the ways the
Lord miraculously intervened as they stood in faith in
seemingly impossible circumstances. They have followed
Paul’s dictate to set an example for believers (1 Timothy
4:12).
I came to BRM in 1986 looking for someone who
could teach me to serve the Lord. I had a desire to serve
but was not sure how to go about doing it. I understood
from Scripture that Joshua had learned from Moses and
Timothy had been instructed by Paul, so I knew the
necessity of learning from someone who was following
the Lord.

Michael Bell
by Katie Bell & Family
Julie Carnino
by Gordon & Eilene
Urmson
Bertha E. Jones
by Dorothy Jones &
Family
Daniel A. Jones Sr.
by Dorothy Jones &
Family
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My first job at the ministry was
using a hammer to put shingles on
the new addition. Gradually, I began
to proofread, do research, lead Bible
studies, speak in area churches, write
for the ministry newsletter and serve
as Biblical Instruction Director.
Jim Weikal
In all of these activities, I was
continually being taught by Bill as he imparted his
knowledge and experience to me. I also learned by his
example which is always the best teacher. Fortunately, I
know Bill not only as a teacher and spiritual advisor but
also as a friend. In all circumstances, Bill strives to honor
God and maintain the highest level of integrity.
When I came here all those years ago, I could not have
known the extent to which Bill would positively influence
my walk with the Lord. I could not have learned from
textbooks what I have learned from Bill:
• Through prayer and fasting always seek to know
God’s will before you do something.
• Spend more time reading the Scriptures than you do
reading supplemental books.
• Continue a healthy lifestyle and diet so the body and
mind can do God’s work.
• Maintain the highest level of integrity in all spheres
of your life.
• Always seek to honor God in all you do.
I have followed the Biblical principles learned at the
Bill Rudge Ministries while serving as a pastor and
ministering in many other ways. I believe the Bible to be
the last court of appeals in all matters of the faith, and the
Word and the testimony of Jesus need to be the standard
for all Biblical Christians.

