
The Bible is unique among all books in the world, but it 
sits closed and silent in many homes. Some consider 

it outdated and offensive—even dangerous—or only for 
the uneducated or unenlightened. Yet this Divine Library 
of 66 books (39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New 
Testament) is anything but mute, archaic or insignificant—
and is dangerous only for those who ignore its instruction 
and scorn its warnings. 

Numerous theologians, historians, doctors and scientists 
confirm that the Bible is divinely inspired: verified by 
remarkable historical accuracy, amazing archaeological 
discoveries, insightful 
geography, fantastic scientific 
facts conveyed thousands of 
years before science learned 
of them, incredible health 
and nutritional information, 
astonishing prophecies 
concerning Messiah’s first and 
second comings, undeniable 
evidence for the resurrection 
of Christ, eyewitness testimony of those facing 
persecution and martyrdom—refusing to recant their 
faith in His resurrection, practical wisdom for living, 
time-proven morality, perceptive judiciary laws. The 
Bible genuinely answers life’s questions of who we are, 
where we came from, where we are going, and solves the 
dilemmas of evil, sin, suffering, aging and death. 

The Bible provides knowledge and wisdom far beyond 
what the greatest minds could ever conceive. It is a literary 
masterpiece, with one central theme of redemption, 
written over a span of 1500 years by more than 40 
authors (including shepherds, kings, priests, scholars, and 
prophets) on three continents (Asia, Africa and Europe) 
and in three languages (Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic). 

All Scripture “is inspired by God” (2 Timothy 3:16) 
– literally “God-breathed.” John MacArthur comments: 
“Sometimes God told the Bible writers the exact words 
to say, but more often He used their minds, vocabularies, 
and experiences to produce His own perfect infallible, 
inerrant Word.” In other words, a Divine Author inspired 
the authors and oversaw the entire process while allowing 

them to maintain their own styles and personalities.
The Bible is truly the most 
fascinating book in the world. 
It has held my interest and 
attention—amazing me for 

over 50 years. The more I study Scripture, the more I 
am impressed by its harmony, veracity, wisdom and 
revelation. Both Testaments bear witness of a promised 
Messiah—His first coming as our Savior and His return to 
establish a Millennial and Eternal Kingdom.

Dr. Blythe Robinson, a friend and colleague now gone 
on to be with the Lord, said: 

The Bible’s durability transcends the centuries of 
attacks upon it. Its transforming power for good over 
the lives of all who accept it, continues. Few realize that 
it is the most expensive book in the world. It has cost 

the lives of untold thousands 
who gave their lives through 
the ages to preserve it and pass 
it on unchanged to us.

The Bible is so easy to 
understand that a child can grasp 
God’s promise of salvation, yet 
so complex that a lifetime of 
extensive study will not even 
begin to delve the depths of its 

timeless revelations or discover the priceless jewels of 
wisdom contained within. 

The truths in Scripture and coming to know the One 
who inspired it have provided purpose for the searching, 
hope for the downtrodden and have transformed the lives 
of countless people throughout history—including mine 
and hopefully yours. Only a personal relationship with the 
Creator can truly satisfy a yearning heart as we await the 
day of our complete redemption and God’s creation being 
restored to its intended glory. 

Norman Geisler and Frank Turek wrote an insightful 
book entitled, I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an 
Atheist. I completely concur because it would take more 
faith for me to not believe in Jesus Christ! The miraculous 
interventions I have witnessed confirm and validate for 
me the reality of the God of the Bible. I would have to 
be biased, weak and foolish to deny the Creator and His 
Word. Surrendering my life to Christ has proven the 
wisest, strongest and most courageous decision I ever 
made. 

The Bible’s final authority is demonstrated in the fact 
that all of humanity will one day be judged by Jesus’ 
words (John 12:48). Begin today to navigate the depths 
of the riches of God’s Word. It will provide wisdom and 
hope throughout the remainder of your life’s journey and 
prepare you for eternity! 

“Reaching your maximum potential in Christ”        •  Bill Rudge Ministries Newsletter       •  June 2022       •  Volume 44, Number 11

The Most Amazing Book in the World
Bill Rudge

billrudgeministries.org P . O .  B o x  1 0 8 ,  S h a r o n ,  P A  1 6 1 4 6  •  b r m 7 @ m e . c o m  •  7 2 4 - 9 8 3 - 1 2 2 3  •  w w w . b i l l r u d g e . o r g



Are the Gospels Reliable?
BJ Rudge, Ph.D.

Is there credible evidence that the Bible is a reliable 
source of divine revelation? Does the Bible speak 

accurately on all subject matters or is it only authoritative 
in regard to spiritual issues? How can you trust the Bible 
when it was written two thousand years ago? How do you 
know that the Bible is not full of myths and fabrications? 
Are the canonical Gospels historically reliable documents 
on the life of Jesus? 

It seems anytime I talk to others about the Christian faith 
I end up hearing one of these questions. For example, I was 
able to speak with an airline pilot about the evidence for the 
Christian faith. Although he claimed to 
be a Christian, he was uncertain about the 
accuracy of events recorded in the Gospels 
since they were written years after they 
actually occurred. He felt the Gospels were 
probably the result of men and women 
bringing together different legends and 
myths about Jesus of Nazareth. 

There are numerous reasons we can 
appeal to in establishing the historical trustworthiness of 
the canonical (sacred books officially accepted as genuine) 
Gospels, including:

• The canonical Gospels are grounded in eyewitness 
testimony (Luke 1:1-4; John 19:35). The authors claim 
to have had actual contact with the events themselves 
(Matthew and John) or they had firsthand knowledge of 
the events through the testimonies of those who did (Mark 
and Luke). 

• The Gospels were written too close to actual events 
surrounding the life of Jesus to be legend. The fact that 
they were in existence during the lifetime of both hostile 
and non-hostile eyewitnesses would have prevented 
fabrications or falsifications on the part of the Gospel 
writers.  

• External evidence, such as archeology, has verified 
the accuracy of the New Testament Gospels in regard to 
what they say about historical people, places, and events. 

Consider just the following two examples: First, all of 
the canonical Gospels record that Jesus was put on trial 
before the Roman governor Pontius Pilate (Matthew 
27; Mark 15; Luke 23; John 18-19). Since there was no 
mention of Pontius Pilate outside the Gospel accounts, 
many scholars questioned whether Pilate was a historical 
person. Two Italian archeologists answered this question 
when they unearthed an inscription in Latin at the port city 
of Caesarea which stated, “Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Judea, 
has presented the Tiberium to the Caesareans.”

Second, three of the canonical Gospels mention 
Nazareth as the city where Jesus was 
raised (Matthew 2:23; Luke 4:16; 
John 1:45). Since the Old Testament, 
Josephus, and the Talmud do not list 
Nazareth among the villages and cities 
of Galilee, Nazareth was considered by 
many scholars to be a fictitious city. 
However, in an excavation at Caesarea 
in 1962, a Hebrew inscription was 

found, “which mentions it (Nazareth) as one of the places 
in Galilee to which members of the twenty-four priestly 
courses emigrated after the foundation of Aelia Capitolina 
in A.D. 135.”

 Adding to this discovery, first-century tombs were 
uncovered around the vicinity of Nazareth, which has led 
archeologists to conclude that, “... Nazareth was a strongly 
Jewish settlement in the Roman period.” So archeology 
continues to demonstrate the canonical Gospels are 
consistent with what we know about first-century Israel.

A true examination of the evidence has proven that the 
canonical Gospels on the life of Jesus are historically 
reliable and allegations to the contrary are false. The 
canonical Gospels provide us with four different 
accounts on the life of Jesus. In these accounts, while 
the authors may stress different aspects of Jesus’ life and 
have different purposes for writing, they each present 
harmonious historical information about Jesus of Nazareth.

“Choice Time” 
Bill Rudge 

We all have responsibilities and obligations related to job and family, maintenance on our homes and 
vehicles, plus unexpected circumstances that require our time and energy. But what about your “choice 

time?” “Choice time” is what you do when you have the opportunity to choose. Do you watch television, browse 
the Internet, play video games or just hang out with friends? Sometimes we need to do certain things to de-stress 
and enjoy life. However, our priorities and heart commitment are revealed through how we spend our “choice 
time.” I encourage you to spend more of your choice time in Bible study, prayer and sharing your faith with those 
who do not know Christ—all the more as you see the Day of the LORD approaching.



Bill Rudge 

Instead of trying to be relevant, make 
it your priority to accurately proclaim 

God’s Word. Then you will be both 
accurate and relevant! 

The Church today desperately needs 
leaders who daily delve into the Bible 
and spend time in prayer so God’s Spirit 
can breathe spiritual insight into them. 
They, in turn, can nourish hungry souls. 
The Body of Christ thirsts for those who 
proclaim the pure Word of God under 
the anointing of His Spirit.  

May the priority of every pastor, 
Christian leader and believer in Christ 
be to seek out, live out and speak out 
the incredible treasures and wisdom of 
God’s Word! 

George Washington – “It is impossible to rightly govern 
the world without God or the Bible.”

Thomas Jefferson – “I have always said, and always will 
say, that the studious perusal of the Sacred Volume will make 
us better citizens, better fathers and better husbands.”

Noah Webster – “The moral principles and precepts 
contained in the Scriptures ought to form the basis of all our 
civil constitutions and laws. All the miseries and evils which 
men suffer from—vice, crime, ambition, injustice, oppression 
slavery, and war—proceed from their despising or neglecting 
the precepts contained in the Bible.” 

Daniel Webster – “I have read the Bible through many 
times, and now make it a practice to read it through once 
every year. It fits a man for life—it prepares him for death. 
If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible our country 
will go on prospering.” 

Abraham Lincoln – “I believe the Bible is the best gift 
God has given to man.” 

Charles Dickens  – “The New Testament is the very best 
book that ever was or ever will be known in the world.”

Samuel Morse (inventor of the telegraph) – “The 
nearer I approach the end of my pilgrimage, the clearer is 
the evidence of the divine origin of the Bible. The grandeur 
and sublimity of God’s remedy for fallen man are more 
appreciated and the future is illuminated with hope and joy.” 

Charles H. Spurgeon – “A Bible that’s falling apart 
usually belongs to someone who isn’t.” 

William McKinley – “The more profoundly we study this 
wonderful Book, and the more closely we observe its divine 
precepts, the better citizens we will become and the higher 
will be our destiny as a nation.”

Theodore Roosevelt – “A thorough knowledge of the 
Bible is worth more than a college education.”  

Woodrow Wilson – “There are a good many problems 
before the American people today, and before me as 
President, but I expect to find the solution of those problems 
just in the proportion that I am faithful in the study of the 
Word of God.” 

Calvin Coolidge – “The foundations of our society and our 
government rest so much on the teachings of the Bible that it 
would be difficult to support them if faith in these teachings 
would cease to be practically universal in our country.”

Franklin D. Roosevelt – “We cannot read the history of 
our rise and development as a nation, without reckoning the 
place the Bible has occupied in shaping the advances of the 
Republic.” 

N. T. Wright – “The Bible is the book of my life. It’s the 
book I live with, the book I live by, the book I want to die by.”

Herbert Hoover – “The whole inspiration of our 
civilization springs from the teachings of Christ and 
the lessons of the prophets. To read the Bible for these 
fundamentals is a necessity of American life.” 

Dwight Eisenhower – “The Bible is endorsed by the ages. 
Our civilization is built upon its words. In no other Book is 
there such a collection of inspired wisdom, reality, and hope.”

Ronald Reagan – “Within the covers of the Bible are all 
the answers for all the problems men face. The Bible can 
touch hearts, order minds and refresh souls.”

Historian Bill Cooper – “I spent more than 25 years 
digging into the Table of Nations [in Genesis 10 and 11], 
looking for a fault, an error, a false statement, or an historical 
inaccuracy. I found not one.”

Quotes By Famous People Who Believed the Bible

Finding Truth
Jim Weikal

Finding truth today is next to impossible. Many create their own “truth” 
or simply omit the real truth. These people “bend their tongue like their 

bow for lies” (Jeremiah 9:3). As believers in the truth of Scripture, we cannot 
do that. What are we to do? “Speak the truth to one another” and “judge 
with truth” (Zechariah 8:16; Ephesians 4:25). We must be like Jesus who is 
the truth (John 14:6; 1:14) and said, “I tell you the truth” (John 16:7). The 
apostle John stressed that he was telling the truth about Jesus (John 19:35). 
Paul stated that “I am not lying” (Romans 9:1; also 2 Corinthians 7:14; 1 
Timothy 2:7; Acts 26:25). Read Psalm 119. You don’t have to do this in one 
sitting since it’s 176 verses. This Psalm exalts God’s Word. Verses 171–176 
state:

My lips shall utter praise, for You teach me Your statutes. My tongue shall 
speak of Your word, for all Your commandments are righteousness. Let 
Your hand become my help, for I have chosen Your precepts. I long for 
Your salvation, O LORD, and Your law is my delight. Let my soul live, and 
it shall praise You; and let Your judgments help me. I have gone astray like 
a lost sheep; seek Your servant, for I do not forget Your commandments.

Stay prayed up, read up, and focused up! Come, Lord Jesus!

Accuracy vs. Relevance



 Making the Bible Come Alive!        by Bill Rudge 

If you are a new Christian or just wanting to study the 
Bible, I recommend starting with the book of John, 

then reading through the entire New Testament. If you 
have time for a second Bible study each day, begin with 
the book of Genesis and continue reading through the Old 
Testament. Going back and forth from the Old Testament 
to the New Testament is insightful, and sometimes hard 
to stop because there are so many interesting accounts! 
Before reading Scripture, I ask the Lord to open my 
spiritual eyes and heart. When finished, I ask Him to 
enable me to apply that which is beneficial to my life. 

When I start a new book of the Bible, I like to read the 
entire book straight through or listen to it on an audio 
recording to get a summary. Then I go back and reread it 
chapter by chapter and contemplate its meaning. I meditate 
on each verse, like a cow chewing its cud, trying to 
assimilate it into my spiritual lifeblood. During this second 
reading, I do background research, examine corresponding 
Scripture references and sometimes use a commentary or 
other reference material. It might take me a month or more 
to go through one book of the Bible in this manner. Then 

I reread the entire book straight through again. This is an 
effective way to learn and remember Scripture. 

By following this procedure, God’s truth and principles 
have come alive in my mind, my heart and my life. I try to 
read the Word and pray three times a day (morning, noon, 
and evening). When I take time for Bible study and prayer, 
the Lord seems to multiply my time and the day usually 
goes much better.

 As you study Scripture you will discover the attitudes 
and behaviors the Lord loves as well as those He hates. His 
Spirit will transform your life to help you overcome that 
which dishonors Him and give you a desire to embrace 
that which honors Him. Developing a biblical worldview 
and lifestyle will prove to be a most beneficial pursuit and 
the fulfilling priority of your life. 

My desire is to give up anything that hinders my quest to 
know and live for Christ. My passion is to be empowered 
by His Spirit to live out what He has called me to be and 
do. Has it been worth it? Absolutely! May the Lord give 
each of us an even greater revelation of Him through His 
Word! 

Kill All The Amalekites
When Saul was anointed king over Israel, God told him 

to kill all the Amalekites, including their women and 
children, and to destroy everything they had including their 
animals. But Saul only did part of what God commanded. 
He disobeyed God, let some of the Amalekites live, and took 
some of their animals for booty. About 500 years later Haman 
the Agagite (the royal family of the Amalekites) attempted to 
have all the Jews killed. By not carrying out God’s seemingly 
extreme command, King Saul opened a door that almost wiped 
out the entire Jewish nation [see Book of Esther]. Those who 
do not know the future should be careful about questioning the 
Word of God.    – Daymond R. Duck and Larry Richards

God Wants Firstfruits  
Not ‘Lastfruits’ 

Bill Rudge

It was on the third day of my January fast, as I was 
strategizing when to begin my intense Scripture study 

and prayer time, that the Lord spoke to my heart. I was 
also contemplating how to focus even more time on 
Bible study and prayer each day in the midst of a hectic 
ministry schedule and with many projects we have been 
attempting to finish for several years. 

Suddenly, and unexpectedly, the Lord spoke to 
my heart: “I do not want the lastfruits; I want the 
firstfruits.” It was crystal clear. He was not asking for 
what was left over after all my deadlines, meetings and 
helping everyone in need was accomplished. He wants 
the firstfruits. He desires the “choice portion” of my 
time each day. 

Life has a way of overwhelming us. But it is good to 
be reminded to quiet our hearts and seek Him each day. 
As we make Him the priority of our lives, He will teach 
us what is really most important and reveal to us new 
and wondrous things by His Word and Spirit. 

Gary Greathouse 
by Mother

Gene Greathouse
by Wife, Lois

In Memory Of Pastor Chuck Eckles went 
home to be with the Lord 

on April 27. We will have a 
tribute to him in the July 

newsletter and listing of all 
those who donated to BRM  

in his memory.

Biblical Meditation
I have found that meditating upon God’s Word has been 

an effective way to keep my life focused on doing His 
will and not my own. What do I mean when I say that we 
should meditate upon God’s Word? Let me first explain 
what I do not mean. It is not emptying your mind, trying 
to attain an altered state of consciousness. Rather, it is 
filling your mind with God’s Word where you study, 
reflect, and apply what it says to every area of your life. 
Just as our bodies need physical food to survive, God’s 
Word is spiritual food for our soul. The Bible provides 
us with proper direction (it tells us why we are here and 
where we are going), proper doctrine (it tells us what we 
need to know), proper discernment (it tells us how we 
can know right from wrong), and proper discipline (it 
tells us how we are to live).     – BJ Rudge


