
With the non-stop stimulation of electronic devices 
and society’s increasing fixation with the pursuit 

of pleasures, how can God get our attention? For 
many, the eternal significance of having a relationship 
with the Creator is grossly underestimated.  

While driving, it is common for people to listen to 
music or news on the radio. When walking or jogging 
many listen to their favorite playlists or podcasts. At 
home they watch movies, play video games, browse the 
internet, text and catch up on the latest “gossip” or newest 
trends on social media platforms. And consider how many 
people have fogged minds from sleep deprivation, poor 
diets, drug use (legal and illegal), abuse of alcohol, or 
overwhelmed by the stresses of life, family, and work. 

Due to prejudice or hostility, 
some people alienate themselves 
from God because they feel He 
is indifferent to their pain and 
suffering, or because they condone 
lifestyles contrary to His Word. 
Others, with preconceived ideas 
and beliefs, seek to determine who 
or what they think God should 
be. And some pursue New Age 
spirituality, leading them down 
any number of paths away from the  
true and living God of the Bible. 

Pain, Suffering, and Judgment
Often, trouble or tragedy is the wake-up call that 

motivates people to seek God for help. I have ministered 
to many who previously had little interest in, or time for, 
God until a life threatening disease, debilitating injury, 
loss of a loved one, the breakup of a relationship, or some 
other crisis opened their eyes. 

Experience and history teach us that along life’s 
journey, God uses a variety of ways to get our attention 
and motivate us to seek Him. Nevertheless, today’s 
generation is hardening their hearts and moving in 
a direction that is diametrically opposed to what the 
Creator intended for us. No wonder it will take the worst 
judgments ever —the cataclysmic events described in the 
Book of Revelation—to get the attention of this world. 
While many will be brought to repentance, most will 
continue to resist and rebel. Then, one day they will 
discover the shocking reality of a God who so loved them 
that He died for their sins, but having rejected Jesus’ free 
offer of salvation, He is no longer their Savior but their 
Judge! 

 Throughout their lifetime God attempted to get their 
attention and desired a relationship with them but was 
repulsed repeatedly. If we die still choosing to ignore or 
defy God, rejecting His provision of salvation in Jesus 
Christ, then at the Final Judgment, God will give us what 
we have chosen—eternal separation from His presence. In 
contrast, those who receive Christ will inherit all that God 
has prepared for those who love Him and obey His Word.

One day soon, Jesus Christ will return as the victorious 
King of kings and Lord of lords. Prophecies foretold in 
Scripture thousands of years ago are clearly lining up. 
Those who do not discern the end time “signs of the 
times” will be easy prey for the deceptive and seductive 
spirit of this age. They will be lured away from their only 

true hope—Jesus Christ. 
Dreams, Desires, and 

Aspirations
Take time while you still have 

the opportunity to put down your 
phones and contemplate the reality 
of a Creator, ponder the meaning 
of life, and consider the eternal 
consequences of your choices. 
Questions such as: Where did 
I come from? Am I here for a 
reason? What happens after I die? 

If you truly examine the evidence for the claims of Jesus 
Christ and the Bible, you will discover undeniable proof 
just as Peter realized when he declared to Jesus, “You 
have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68).

God’s glory is displayed through the wonders of 
creation, and the knowledge of Him is revealed through 
His inspired Word. Although we are without excuse, 
He continues to pursue us through life’s circumstances, 
dreams and visions, and through pain and suffering—all 
in an endeavor to bring us back into relationship with 
Him—both here and now, and for all eternity!

Don’t waste your life thinking that if you only had this 
or accomplished that you would be happy; temporary 
happiness will always elude you. The only enduring 
solution is to come to know Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord. I made that choice and have never looked elsewhere 
for fulfillment, peace, and hope. True, there is still a 
longing in my heart—not for something or someone else, 
but to know Christ more deeply, to see Him face to face, 
and to witness all of creation return to God’s original 
intended glory. When that day finally comes and we are 
with our Lord and Savior for all eternity, we will witness 
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the ultimate fulfillment of all our dreams, desires, and 
aspirations.

He Is Seeking You Now
You may feel that God has distanced Himself from His 

creation, but consider this situation: What would you do if 
your spouse disregarded you and instead pursued someone 
else? You would most likely distance yourself from them; 
the same is true with Christ. God walked in the Garden of 
Eden with Adam and Eve until disobedience and rebellion 
severed their relationship. Likewise, all of humanity 
has followed that pattern. We continue to disbelieve, 
disobey and follow our own path. Today’s generation 
has distanced itself and mocked the God who created 
us and our universe. For a time 
God will give us our space, yet 
He is always ready to restore our 
relationship with Him.

Let us no longer remain 
disinterested in knowing God! Let 
us stop getting caught up in the 
frantic pace of life and the cares of this world. Let us not 
be trapped in the pursuit of pleasure and self-indulgence. 
Let us not be blinded by false spiritual and philosophical 
beliefs. Do not let constant distractions, diversions, the 
endless disturbances of technological advances, chemical 
dependencies, nutritional deficiencies or fixations, or 
anything else hinder God from getting your attention! 

God graciously responds to our sincere cries of 
desperation: 

 In my trouble I cried to the LORD and He answered 
me (Psalm 120:1). 
The LORD is faithful to His promise: 
You will seek Me and find Me when you seek Me with 
all your heart (Jeremiah 29:13). 
Let your heart be as King David’s:
As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul  
pants for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the 
living God (Psalm 42:1-2).
Call out to God for forgiveness, and be assured by the 

Apostle Peter’s promise:

Whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be 
saved (Romans 10:13).
The Bible, God’s holy Word, affirms:
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you  
(James 4:8). 
Test the promise of Isaiah 40:31:
But those who wait on [hope in] the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk 
and not faint. 
As Jesus Himself did, so God desires us to occasionally 

separate ourselves from the busyness of life to wait on 
Him in prayer, praise, and to 
reflect on His Word. Our times 
of fellowship with God will 
result in spiritual and physical 
rejuvenation, mental and 
emotional renewal, and blessings 
the psalmist discovered:

Blessed is the person who does not walk in the counsel 
of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in 
the seat of scoffers! But his delight is in the Law of the 
LORD, and on His Law he meditates day and night. He 
will be like a tree planted by streams of water, which 
yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither; 
and in whatever he does, he prospers” (Psalm 1:1-3).
Do not wait until it is too late to offer God your time 

and attention. Get to know Jesus Christ while you 
still have the chance and the choice. Life is short and 
unpredictable; death is often unexpected. Your eternal 
destiny is in God’s hands! Right now you have the 
opportunity to accept His offer of forgiveness and the 
promise of a restored relationship with your Creator. 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16).
Receiving Him as Savior and Lord is the wisest and 

most courageous decision you will ever make. Living for 
Him will be the most exciting, challenging, and fulfilling 
life you can live.

 Life is short and 
unpredictable; death is often 

unexpected. Your eternal 
destiny is in God’s hands! 

Tabitha (and Clayton) Smith donated 
a 2012 Honda Odyssey Touring Van to 
BRM. Chris Chrastina of 62 Motors sold 
the vehicle and donated all the proceeds 
to the ministry. If you have a vehicle you 
want to donate to the ministry, Chris will 
sell it and donate the proceeds to BRM. 

Matt Kraynak of MK Landscape Supply unloads one of three loads of mulch he donated 
for the BRM obstacle course. We charge no fees for the course and God has blessed us with 
many people like Matt who donate their supplies and services, as well as numerous staff and 
volunteers who help with the obstacle course and other facets of this multi-faceted ministry.



Mark Oss first heard of Bill Rudge shortly after starting with 
Focus on the Family in 1997. Following a visit by Bill, the head 

of the Focus broadcasting department asked if any of the audio editors 
would like extra work on the side. Mark said he would, and so began 
his professional relationship with BRM. 

At first, Bill sent Mark recordings of his early messages on reel 
to reel tapes or cassettes. Mark would EQ them (use an Equalizer 
tool) to reduce hiss and other unwanted recording sounds. He wrote 
the introduction and closing to each message, and then produced 
15-minute radio broadcasts and listener CDs. 

Mark won many awards for audio productions at Focus during his time there. He is 
currently the production manager at American Family Radio, while continuing to edit 
for Bill Rudge Ministries on the side. We are blessed to have someone as talented as 
Mark assisting with our radio ministry. 

 In Mark’s Words: 
It’s hard to believe we have worked together now for 25 years. In that time we have 

added a one-minute short feature to the line up that uses Bill’s biblical insight, and 
we have produced audio books. I remember reading a testimony from a listener in the 
ministry newsletter that said, “I listen to Bill Rudge Ministries broadcasts and they 
are very encouraging. After the broadcast the announcer at the end of the program 
invited me to pray with him to accept Jesus as my personal Savior, and I did.” That 
announcer was me! When I read that, I knew God was using me and Bill Rudge 
Ministries to reach many for Christ! God has gifted me for audio work and ministry, 
and although Bill tells me I am a blessing, I have been truly blessed to be able to 
contribute to Bill Rudge Ministries with my time and talent for so many years. 

BRM Radio Broadcasts
by Darlinda McDonald 

Mark Oss in Tupelo, Mississippi and Garry Meeks in Canton, Ohio have been of 
tremendous help to our Radio and Audio Ministry. Mark edits and produces our weekly 
radio broadcasts and audio messages while Garry (who went home to be with the Lord 
last month) coordinated the various stations that our weekly broadcasts and minute 
messages have aired on over the years. Bruce Adams (featured previously in our 
newsletter) has assisted with several aspects of our radio ministry in the Hermitage, 
Pennsylvania headquarters for over 40 years.

Garry Meeks, of Meeks Communications Management 
in Canton, Ohio, was the Bill Rudge Ministries’ radio 

representative for over 25 years. Garry worked with BRM since 
the late 1980s but never met Bill face to face. Garry first heard 
Bill on WTOF, a sister station of WHLO that he was managing. 
He contacted Bill and asked if he would like to be on WHLO 
as well, and so the relationship began. Garry was instrumental 
in putting the “Living Truth for Today with Bill Rudge” 
weekly broadcasts and minute messages on many radio stations 

throughout the U.S., as well as all around the world. Unexpectedly, Garry went home 
to be with the Lord last month. Susan, Garry’s wife, who worked with him closely, 
has taken over Meeks Communications Management.

In Garry’s Words: 
The thing that stands out to me about working with Bill is his efficiency with his 

finances. Bill takes every available dollar and makes it stretch. He is such a good 
steward and able to do more than any ministry I know of. I also appreciate his 
commitment to quality in every aspect from content to technical. I would put him in 
the upper 1% of ministries. He is a pleasure to work with. 

Mark Oss

Garry Meeks

Our Strategy
Over the years Living Truth 

for Today with Bill Rudge 
has aired on over 100 radio 
stations—some of them the 
most powerful AM, FM and 
shortwave stations, including 
one of the most popular 
stations in Southern California. 
Our strategy has been to 
speak on stations we have 
sponsors for, and that offer us 
discounted air time. We target 
various areas of the U.S. and 
across the world, offering the 
listeners Bill and BJ’s books 
and CDs free of charge to help 
them grow in their relationship 
with Christ. We then move into 
regions with less sponsorship 
to reach the lost there. 

Currently, more than 1.8 
million of our books, audio 
messages and other biblical 
resources have been sent to 
spiritually hungry people 
throughout the U.S. and in 
over 145 countries. The cost 
of producing and sending our 
materials is one of the reasons 
we sold our former ministry 
center. 

From the letters we receive, 
it is estimated that each CD 
we send overseas is listened 
to by over 100 people as it 
is played in homes, schools, 
Sunday School classes, and 
frequently during church 
services. Our books are placed 
in lending libraries so that 
many can read them. In this 
way, people throughout the 
world have been touched by 
our messages. Now, through 
our website (billrudge.org) 
virtually anyone, anywhere 
and at anytime, can listen to 
our broadcasts. 

This is just a glimpse of how 
one aspect of our multifaceted 
ministry touches lives for 
Christ in this area, across the 
U.S. and around the world!



In Memory OfIn Tribute Of 
Rev. C. Charles “Pastor Chuck” Eckles

4/3/1935 - 4/27/2022
Pastor Chuck Eckles and his wife Joan, who previously served 

at South Pymatuning Community Church, were one of the first 
churches to support the Bill Rudge Ministries. Their support and 
friendship continued throughout the years.

Pictured to the right, Joan and Pastor Chuck of I.H.S. (In His 
Service) Gospel Ministries brought in a bag (one of many) of cash 
for the Bill Rudge Ministries’ World Literature Outreach. They 
kept a jar in their vestibule to collect change that they donate to 
this cause. 

In September 2021, Pastor Chuck and Joan donated the I.H.S. 
Gospel Ministries’ church building to Dr. BJ Rudge, who is lead pastor of Truth and Grace 
Fellowship. Pastor Chuck remained on staff there until December 2021. 

The Eckles graciously responded to a ministry request, received through BRM from a 
church in New Castle needing weekly pulpit supply while without a pastor. The congregation 
loved Chuck and Joan (who loved the people) so much that they continued in ministry there 
for several months until the new pastor arrived in January 2022. Our ever faithful God led 
Pastor Chuck and Joan to gift their former church building to BJ, while enabling them to fulfill 
pastoral ministry at the New Castle church. 

Pastor Chuck was vivacious and youthful until early in 2022 when his health began a rapid 
decline. Although in great pain the last few months of his life, his humor, faith and love 
remained strong. Two days before he went home to be with the Lord, he assured Bill and BJ 
that he was waiting for God’s final assignment: either being restored to health so he could 
continue speaking at various churches for the ministry or for the Lord to take him home. As 
Pastor Chuck would tell you, “Do not believe that I am dead, for I am more alive now than ever 
before!”

It was an honor for Bill to officiate at Pastor Chuck’s funeral: The Lord’s presence was so 
apparent. Now he is with the One whose Word he read, to Whom he prayed and in Whose name 
he ministered. One day Joan will be reunited with her beloved husband, but until that day, Pastor 
Chuck is delighting in the glory of God, enjoying the incomprehensible splendor of Heaven, 
meeting the heroes of the faith throughout the millennia, reunited with loved ones who have 
gone on before, and meeting the countless people whose lives he touched throughout 50 years of 
ministry. Until that glorious day when Jesus returns, may the Holy Spirit comfort Joan and their 
family as they cherish the wonderful memories of Pastor Chuck! 

Pastor Chuck Eckles 
by 
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Patten 
Glen & Marion Patten               

Ruth Pugliese 
BJ & Tara Rudge & Family                                           

Bill & Karen Rudge                                                           
John & Georgianna 

Shingledecker 
Phyllis Thompson 

Bill Rudge Ministries  •  P.O. Box 108, Sharon, PA 16146  •  brm7@me.com  •  724-983-1223  •  www.billrudge.org

Holy Land Adventure
April 18 - 26, 2023

Come with us on an unforgettable journey to the land of 
the Bible! This will be Bill’s 11th trip to the Holy Land, 
and we have personally customized it for what we believe 
to be the best tour at the best price—maximizing both time 
and itinerary. We are over halfway to capacity with space 
for about eight more travelers. Prayerfully consider joining 
us for a life-changing experience. To receive a brochure, 
including itinerary and registration form, check the appropriate box on the enclosed envelope 
insert form or see below for contact info.

Special Needs
American Flag (4’ x 6’)
Badminton Rackets and 

Birdies
Blacktop Ministry Parking 

Lot
Blankets (thick) / Quilts for 

obstacle course race
Book Printing – $100,000 

needed to print 5,000 
copies of each new book 
Bill is writing

Dehumidifier 
Financial Support – Always 

needed and appreciated
Furnace – Two have been 

replaced with one more to 
go for $7,000

Generator 
House, Land or Vehicle to 

use or sell
Push Lawn Mower
Painting 
Proofreaders – We can 

always use additional 
proofreaders for the many 
books and newsletters we 
are producing

Rakes
Radio Sponsors 
Visitation – Those in 

hospital and rest homes 
Volunteers to Trim Lawn, 

Weed Whack, and help 
with Maintenance ...

Let us know if you can help! 

Recent months have been extremely busy 
with various ministry projects: writing books 
and newsletters, defense classes in public 
and parochial schools, speaking engagements 
at various churches, Baccalaureate, high 
school and college graduations, obstacle 

course for several groups, radio broadcasts, 
blogs, website overhaul, chaplain ministry for 
those in need of crisis intervention, witness 
encounters, preparing for the upcoming 
Holy Land Adventure, biblical research, and 
coordinating staff and volunteer schedules. 

Ministry Highlights


