
You may be facing a lot of peer pressure today, and feel like you are in a 
shrinking minority because almost everyone at school, college or work 

rejects the Bible as God’s unique revelation of truth. However, one day you 
will be with multitudes (billions of people!) since Creation – heroes of the 
faith, prophets, kings, warriors, disciples, martyrs from every generation 
throughout history, men and women, children and teens from across the globe 
– who resisted the pressures of their day and became part of the great multitude 
who will inherit all that the Lord has prepared for those who love and honor 
Him; believers from throughout the ages will live with God forever. Those 
already in Heaven will one day be joined by a vast host:

After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one 
could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm 
branches in their hands (Revelation 7:9). 
On that Day when Jesus Christ establishes His eternal Kingdom, those whose 

names are written in the Book of Life will receive all He has prepared for 
those who love Him and obey His Word. We will have endless time to enjoy 
and explore the wonders of a restored paradise on Earth and the countless 
adventures awaiting us throughout the expanse of the entire universe. We will 
never cease to be amazed by the glory of our God and overjoyed with the 
blessings He will lavish on His children.

In contrast, those who reject God’s offer of salvation in this life, so as to 
enjoy the conveniences of compromise, pleasure, popularity or prestige will be 
named among the “cowardly” mentioned in Revelation 21:8. They will forfeit 
God’s blessed Kingdom, quarantined from His glorious presence.

Instead of succumbing to the seductive spirit of this age or pressures to 
compromise your faith and conform your lifestyle to current cultural and 
popular morality trends, be encouraged by the throngs of people who have 
gone before you and whose testimonies spur you on:

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily 
ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us 
(Hebrews 12:1).
Be a part of the millions of people alive on this planet today who faithfully 

serve and honor Jesus Christ in spite of ridicule, oppression, hostility, 
persecution and even martyrdom. I promise that you will never regret serving 
Jesus Christ and I assure everyone who rejects or refuses to accept Him that 
they will eternally regret that decision.

Believers throughout the history of the Church have fought in the “arena 
of life” to proclaim the Gospel. Now it is our time to stand 

strong in the “arena” for Christ. We must not shrink back 
or cower in fear. That Great Cloud of Witnesses – in 
fact all of Heaven – is watching and cheering us on!

God’s Approval 
by Bill Rudge

It is not the one who commends 
himself or herself, or even the 

one who is commended by others, 
but the one who is commended 
by the Lord (2 Corinthians 10:12, 
18). When all is said and done, the 
only opinion that really matters is 
the Lord’s. He is the One we stand 
before to give an account of our 
lives. He is the One who holds our 
destiny in His hands. He is the One 
from whom we want to receive 
praise (1 Corinthians 4:5). 

There is an eternal difference 
between seeking the praises of 
men and seeking the favor of 
God. The first focuses on oneself 
and temporal recognition, while 
the latter focuses on Christ and 
heavenly honor. Both provide 
rewards. Praise from people may 
last a lifetime but bearing fruit for 
God’s Kingdom will last forever.

As you read the following verses, 
ponder whether you love the praise 
from men more than praise from 
God:

Nevertheless even among the 
rulers many believed in Him 
[Jesus], but because of the 
Pharisees they did not confess 
Him, lest they should be put 
out of the synagogue; for they 
loved the praise of men more 
than the praise of God (John 
12:42-43).
Will you allow the praises 

of people, prestige, popularity, 
personal gain or pursuits of 
pleasure to undermine your 
commitment to Jesus Christ? Far 
better than obtaining recognition 
from and the praises of people, is to 
cultivate an attitude and a lifestyle 
that gain approval from the Lord.
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I have spent time with many people 
who lay dying on a hospital bed 
or in their home. They didn’t care 
about material possessions or past 
accomplishments. Foremost in their 
minds and hearts was being prepared 
for eternity. And that was my main 
purpose in being there. Likewise, I 
want to both help prepare you for 
eternity and to live victoriously in 
this life. 

When we die – or when Christ 
returns – all our accomplishments, 
degrees, credentials, awards, 
accolades and possessions will not 
matter. Paul wrote in Philippians 3:8: 

I count all things to be loss in 
view of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whom I have suffered the loss 
of all things, and count them but 
rubbish so that I may gain Christ. 
All that will really matter at the 

end of your life is:
• Do you know Jesus Christ in a 

real and personal way?
• Did you honor Him with your life 

and ministry?
• Were you a wise steward of the 

resources He entrusted to you?
• Did you use the talents and skills 

He bestowed upon you for His glory?
• Did you help (by witness or 

financial support) to take the Gospel 
to the ends of the earth (family, 
friends and beyond)?

• Was the passion of your life to 
know Christ more and grow in His 
likeness?

• Were you a person of faithfulness 
and integrity and love?

Bill Rudge

A Greater Acclaim
As a teenager I wanted to be accepted by a group of older guys so I was 

motivated to lift weights and train in the martial arts until I achieved that 
goal. However, when I became a Christian at age 18 the desire to be accepted 
by these guys (which I accomplished) was replaced with a passion to be 
inducted into God’s Hall of Fame. 

The aim of my life since then has been hopefully to be included one day in 
what Hebrews chapter 11 refers to as “heroes of the faith.” What an eternal 
honor that would be – well worth any sacrifice I may make to attain it! 

Athletes and soldiers train hard and give their all just to hear the 
commendations of their coaches and commanders. Their sacrifices and 
tremendous efforts result in amazing feats reflecting years of discipline and 
commitment. But there is greater acclaim than that given by coaches, fans or 
superior officers – God’s commendation. 

The ultimate goal of my life – that for which I sacrifice, discipline myself 
and persevere – is to hear my Lord someday say these six words: “Well done, 
good and faithful servant.”     Bill Rudge

There Is One I Seek to Impress
Many years ago, as a result of a trip to India, Netherlands, and Israel, the 

mileage boosted me to Silver Elite member status and qualified me for 
free upgrades to first class. On a Continental flight to minister in San Diego, 
I got that free upgrade. Little did they know I was a “poor” missionary whose 
miles were from mission trips. The other passengers and the stewardesses 
treated me like I was one of the elite. (Karen had insisted I take the first class 
seat since it was earned from my previous mission trip. I would occasionally 
go back to visit her and ask how my “peasant” wife was doing.) About 
halfway through the flight a stewardess from economy class brought me a 
special vegetarian meal and asked, “Are you Bill Rudge who was assigned to 
economy class seating and requested a special meal?” Everyone in first class 
stared at me like I had leprosy. 

Although the perception of the other passengers in first class did not 
concern me, there is ONE whose opinion I am greatly concerned about. He 
is the One for whom nothing is hidden. He is the One I will one day stand 
before and give an account of my life. That is why I strive to live for Him 
with all my heart and live each day as though it may be THE day I go to 
meet my Lord.      Bill Rudge

Awards Ceremony
With a luncheon in August we 

honored 30 staff and volunteers who 
were recognized for 12 - 40 years 
of faithful service. Each received a 
plaque designed by The Engraving 
Place. Also recognized were summer 
interns and several out of state staff 
and volunteers who work from their 
own offices or homes. 

“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the mighty man 
glory in his might, nor let the rich man glory in his riches; but let 

him who glories glory in this, that he understands and knows Me, 
that I am the LORD, exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and 

righteousness in the earth. For in these I delight, says the LORD.” 
Jeremiah 9:23-24

Halls of Fame
Jim Tressel (former head football coach of Ohio State) cited a passage 

comparing his berth in college football’s shrine to God’s Hall of Fame: 
The Hall of Fame is only good as long as time shall be, but keep in mind God’s 
Hall of Fame, is for eternity. To have your name inscribed up there is greater 
more by far, than all the praise and all the fame of any man-made star.



• The ministry’s total income for 2020 was $209,268, with 
many thousands of dollars worth of equipment, supplies 
and services donated.

• Bill’s gross income for 2020 was $36,000 (plus minimal 
insurance benefits). In 2020 Karen was a full-time 
volunteer; she received $6,912 from Social Security. They 
have no other source of income.

• Bill opted out of Social Security many years ago. He also 
gave away most of his life savings. Bill and Karen plan on 
serving in ministry until the day the Lord returns or they go 
home to be with Him.

• Bill and Karen do not personally own a house but live in 
a parsonage owned by the ministry; also, they do not 
personally own a vehicle. The ministry owns a 2019 GMC 
Acadia which Bill uses for ministry-related purposes. 
When used for personal business, mileage is recorded, 
and Bill pays taxes on that usage.

• Virtually no interest has been paid during the ministry’s 
44 years of existence. Personally, Bill and Karen do not 
purchase anything for which they must pay interest.

• Bill and BJ do not charge for speaking engagements, 
however, a love offering or honorarium may be provided. 
Monies received from these engagements are used to 
further our mission.

• Bill’s and BJ’s books and audio messages are free 
of charge. They receive no personal royalties and all 
donations for them go to the ministry.

• BRM is not a church but a mission, so we do not have a 
congregation to provide a love offering when we have a 
special project or need. Our only source of income derives 
from ministry friends who receive our monthly newsletter.

• BRM does no fundraising projects, so that our time may 
be spent in ministry; nor do we receive grants of money 
from government sources. Our only source of income is 
you, our ministry friends and supporters, who receive our 
monthly newsletter. We exist from month to month on the 

“For the ways of man are before 
the eyes of the LORD, and He 
ponders all his paths.”  Proverbs 5:21

Your prayers and financial 
support are helping us 

touch thousands of lives in 
our area, across the U.S. 

and around the world. 

Financial Facts about BRM 

How You Can Help BRM
• Prayer  • Monthly support  • Support from your business

• In-Memory and In-Honor gifts • Special love offerings 
• Include BRM in your church mission’s budget

• Include us in your Last Will & Testament
• Donation of vehicle, house, land or building

• Provide a matching grant  • Volunteer your time or services
• Sponsor radio broadcasts, school 

assemblies or world outreach packages

Change the World  
with Your Change

Save your coins in a jar for 
the Bill Rudge Ministries World 
Literature Outreach. Your 
change can sponsor packages for 
missionaries, chaplains, military 
personnel, prisoners and students 
by paying the postage to send them 
our free books, pamphlets, tracts, 
CDs, and DVDs or help with the 
translation and printing of one of 
our books into another language. 

Cut out and tape the label at left 
to a jar and start saving your coins. 

With your change, change a  
life and change the world. 

Change 
the World  
with Your 
Change

Bill Rudge Ministries  
World Literature 

Outreach
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financial gifts of God’s people.
• Daily financial records are processed by Lois Greathouse, 

Ann Ore and Karen Rudge. Receipts are sent out semi-
annually as well as a year-end statement for tax purposes. 
Caeley Smith and Eilene Urmson submit a monthly 
financial report approved by the Board of Directors. 
Catrice Atwell (accountant) does the quarterly tax reports 
and Beverly Morrison (CPA) completes a yearly review 
and annual financial report. Catrice Atwell does a yearly 
review of Bill and Karen’s personal taxes.

• Our prayer is that everyone who supports this ministry will 
one day be richly rewarded by the LORD. Thanks for your 
faithfulness!
Further information concerning the ministry’s or Bill and 

Karen’s personal finances may be obtained by contacting 
BRM. Our Form 990 is open for public inspection.



Truth and Grace 
Fellowship

Chuck and Joan Eckles of I.H.S. Gospel 
Ministries (Hermitage, PA) graciously 
allowed Dr. BJ Rudge to use their church 
for Saturday Night Bible studies which 
started this summer in BJ and Tara’s living 
room with another couple. It has grown to 
over 100 people hungry for in-depth Bible 
study. Last month, I.H.S. Gospel Ministries 
donated the church and property to BJ. It is 
being renamed Truth and Grace Fellowship 
with services starting Sunday September 
12 at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. The church is 
autonomous from Bill Rudge Ministries, but 
as Jim Weikal did when he was pastoring 
Sharon Alliance, BJ will continue working at 
the ministry and also teaching at Penn State.  

The Centrality of the Word
by Jim Weikal

Many Christian leaders dismiss the 
centrality of the Word of God; instead 

the central focus becomes programs – lots 
and lots of programs. In addition, pastors are 
counseled by church growth experts to trim 
the sermon, dismiss the doctrine, fatten the 
illustrations, lengthen the music, and spice up 
the visuals. 

But have you ever examined the church at 
Antioch in Acts? It was founded by men who 
were “preaching the Lord Jesus” and a large 
number of Gentiles believed and “turned to the 
Lord” (Acts 11:20, 21). The mother church in 
Jerusalem sent Barnabas there to check things 
out, then he went to find Saul (Paul) who is in 
Tarsus. He brings Paul back to Antioch and for 
an entire year the two men teach the Word of 
God (Acts 11:26). The Great Commission from 
Jesus is to make disciples of all nations and to 
teach them all that Jesus commanded (Matthew 
28:19-20). 

Remember, it is this church in Antioch that 
sent Barnabas and Saul on their first missionary 
journey to evangelize the lost, establish 
churches, and make disciples (Acts 13:1-3).

I fear for the body of Christ today. If leaders 
do not return to the centrality of the Word to 
equip believers for the work, we might as well 
remove the pews and chairs and install adult-
sized highchairs. As Jesus asked, “When the 
Son of man comes, will He find faith on the 
earth?” (Luke 18:8). “Faith comes by hearing, 
and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 
10:17). 

Julie Carnino
by Gordon & Eilene 

Urmson 
Linda Hines

by Paula Emery
Bill Kalp

by Arlene Kalp 
Dale Lein Sr.

by Dale F. Lein (Son)
Larry Rudge

by Wife (Laura) Daughters 
& Grandchildren 

Rev. Roger R. Shaffer Sr.
Cecil & Mary Louise 

Thompson
by Marilyn Bauer 

(Daughter)

In Memory Of

Brothers-in-law Tom Miller 
from Fort Myers and Hank 
Clinger from Mercer spent 
a long hot day trimming 
several trees at the BRM 
obstacle course. They used 
an ingenious method of 
mounting scaffolding on 
top of a trailer. They also 
rototilled a garden, planted 
grass seed, and helped with 
other projects. Eric Nehlen 
II, Hank’s grandson, helped 
them haul the branches 
away and also helped Hank 
trim and weed-whack the 
obstacle course and entire 
ministry center. 

25 Updated & New Books  
Bill’s arduous goal of updating and 

expanding 11 books he had previously 
written and also writing 14 new books 
is moving along well. He hopes to finish 
by December 31, 2023 – often working 
on them late at night and early mornings 
so as not to take away from other 
ministry activities and responsibilities. 
Please keep Bill (and BJ as he is also 
writing several new books) in prayer for 
God’s anointing, strength and the time 
to accomplish it.

Persistence In Prayer
Powerful & Effective Prayer – Part 8

by Dr. BJ Rudge, Ph.D.

One of the keys to being persistent 
in prayer is to be patient. Abraham 

had to wait about 25 years before God 
fulfilled His covenant-promise that he 
would have a son. For me, it took about 
15 years of prayer before I saw one of 
my wife’s family members put his faith 
and trust in Jesus Christ. Perhaps many 
of you who are reading this have also 
been in prayer about a situation for an 
extended period of time. Regardless of 
how long it has been, remember not to 
put a time limit on God; continue to be 
patient and persistent! You never know 
when God will respond, and you do not 
know what God may be doing right now 
in that situation. Regarding the family 
member I was praying for; I never knew 
until later, all that God had been doing 
in his life during the time I was praying 
for him. 

A quick word of caution! Persistence 
in prayer does not mean we always get 
the response we want. Paul understood 
this as he prayed three times for 
God to remove his thorn in the flesh 
(2 Corinthians 12:7-8). Despite his 
pleading, God’s response to Paul is a 
great reminder to all of us: His grace 
is sufficient for anything we may face. 
“My grace is sufficient for you, for My 
strength is made perfect in weakness” 
 (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

Persistence in prayer is not about 
trying to get God to do what we want. 
Instead, it is patiently waiting upon God 
to respond according to His will.


