
After calling his readers to pray in times of trouble and sickness, and to confess 
their sins one to another, James asserts that, “The effective prayer of a righteous 

man can accomplish much” (James 5:16). To illustrate, James refers to the prophet 
Elijah as a person who had a powerful and effective prayer life. Assuming that we can 
have an effective prayer life like the prophet Elijah, the question is, “How?” Some 
people would suggest we do things such as recite a verse or a word repetitiously, 
sit in silence to achieve an altered state of consciousness, walk a prayer circle, or 
employ other techniques and methods to experience God. However, prayer is not 
some “magical incantation” or “manipulative tool” we use to control God or conjure 
phenomena. As Jesus Himself taught:

And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetitions as the Gentiles do, 
for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words (Matthew 6:7). 

Prayer is not looking inward but upward. “Looking up toward heaven, He [Jesus] 
blessed the food” (Matthew 14:19). Jesus 
often separated Himself from others to 
spend time in prayer with His Father. He 
would slip away to the wilderness and 
pray (Luke 5:16) or go up on a mountain 
(Matthew 14:23) or to a secluded place 
to pray (Mark 1:35). Right after Jesus 
taught His disciples the Lord’s Prayer, 
He told them a parable illustrating the 
importance of persistence in prayer 
(Luke 11:5-10). In this parable, Jesus 
asks His disciples what they would do if 
a friend unexpectedly showed up at their 
house and they had no food to give them. In a culture that highly valued hospitality, 
this parable demonstrates how they could find the means to meet their obligation to 
feed and lodge their friend for the night. 

For instance, despite the fact it was night and their neighbor was sleeping, the host 
went to the neighbor’s house and asked for food. Note the response of the neighbor: he 
did not want to get up to give them food because he would wake his children. This may 
not make sense to us today, but at this time:

the children would sleep on mats on the floor of the one-room dwelling; unbolting 
the heavy bar that was laid through rings attached to the door was a bother and would 
make noise that would awaken them (The IVP Bible Background Commentary). 

So considering this, we can understand why the neighbor did not want to get up and 
get the food. Yet, Jesus goes on to explain that the person would eventually get up and 
do it, not because of his friendship, but because of his persistence. 

The Greek word for persistence carries with it the idea of urgency, boldness, 
shamelessness, and relentlessness. Thus, just as the friend was not afraid to go to his 
neighbor, despite the fact it was late at night; so too, we should approach God with 
that same boldness and persistence. Why should we do this? Because as this parable 
demonstrates, “if a sleeping neighbor…will act in response to [a] persistent request, 
how much more God” (Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels).

Any believer following the Bible can have a powerful prayer life just like Jesus and 
Elijah. Seven biblical principles on prayer are explained in BJ’s e-book, Powerful and 
Effective Prayer, which is available free of charge at www.billrudge.org. 
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Powerful and Effective Prayer
by BJ Rudge, Ph.D.

As exercise is good for the 
body, so prayer is good for the 
soul. While centering directs 
you inward, prayer directs you 
upward – to the only One who 
can truly help.    - Bill Rudge

Dynamic 
Principles of 

Prayer
by Bill Rudge

After searching Scripture 
for God’s perspective 

on prayer, I compiled them 
in my book Fasting For 
Sensitivity and Power. You 
can read these nine dynamic 
biblical principles on prayer 
in just a few minutes. It will 
be worth your time as God’s 
Spirit enlightens your heart 
through His Word – giving 
you insight concerning one of 
the most beneficial practices 
in life – Prayer! Be blessed 
as you engage in some Bible 
study by looking up each one 
of the following verses:

1) Right Motives 
James 4:3

2) According to His Will 
1 John 5:14

3) Persistence 
Luke 11:5-10

4) Do Not Doubt 
James 1:6-7; Hebrews 11:1, 6
5) Mountain-Moving Faith 

Mark 9:23; 11:23
6) Do Not Be Anxious – Be            

Thankful
 Philippians 4:6-7;  

Colossians 4:2
7) Obedience 

John 14:14-15; 15:7; 1 John 
3:21-24 

continued on next page
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 8) A Clean Heart before God 
2 Chronicles 6:36-39; 2 Chronicles 7:14;   
   Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 1:15-17; James 5:16-18

9) Delight Yourself in the Lord 
Psalm 37:4; Psalm 84:11; Matthew 6:33

The Lord has taught me that I cannot coerce 
or manipulate Him to give me what I want. 
However, if I delight myself in Him, seek to 
Honor His name and walk in obedience, He 
will grant the desires of my heart (because they 
will be His desires as well) and abundantly 
bless beyond what I could ever ask or think.

Powerful Prayers in Scripture
Seven powerful prayers (two of which were 

accompanied by fasting) that should serve as 
an example and inspiration to us can be found 
in Scripture. Take time to study them and be 
inspired by their example of faith:

• Elijah’s effective prayer during his 
encounter with the prophets of Baal (1 Kings 
18:36-37).

• David’s magnificent prayer of thanks and 
praise to bless the LORD. David acknowledges 
that everything – including riches and honor – 
comes from the LORD (1 Chronicles 29:10-20). 

• Solomon’s powerful prayer at the 
dedication of the Temple, acknowledging God’s 
faithfulness and sovereignty – His punishment 
of sin and His forgiveness and restoration for 
repentance (2 Chronicles 6:13-42). 

• Nehemiah’s persistent prayer for favor 
in the presence of Artaxerxes, King of Persia 
(Nehemiah 1:4-11).

• Hezekiah’s earnest prayer in the Temple 
after receiving the threatening letter from 
Sennacherib, King of Assyria, demanding 
Jerusalem’s surrender (Isaiah 37:14-20).

• Daniel’s intercessory prayer of 
forgiveness for the people and for Jerusalem’s 
restoration after receiving understanding from 
Scripture – seeking the Lord God by prayer 
and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and 
ashes (Daniel 9:3-19).

• The early Church’s courageous prayer 
following the release of Peter and John (Acts 
4:23-31).

For additional information read Bill’s new 
and updated e-book, Fasting for Sensitivity and 
Power. It is available free of charge at billrudge.
org or purchase through amazon.com.

Consider Carefully
by Bill Rudge

The following confessions of 
faith have heartfelt meaning in 

my relationship with Christ. They 
are frequently part of my prayer 
and fasting time: 

You are the CREATOR and 
Sovereign Lord of the Universe; 
ELOHIM, the strong and faithful 
One; ADONAI, Master and Lord; 
YAHWEH, the Great I Am; KING 
of Kings and LORD of Lords ... 

You are Holy, Righteous, Just, 
Faithful, True, Loving, Kind, 
Merciful, Long-Suffering ...

You are my Source and Strength, 
my God and King, my Savior and 
Messiah, my Lord and Master, my 
Creator and Sustainer, my Rock 
and Fortress, my Shield and Sword, 
my Protector and Provider, my 
Helper and Healer ... 

My desire and prayer is to:
• Walk with You like Enoch 

(Genesis 5:22-24).
• Be considered Your friend like 

Abraham (2 Chronicles 20:7; Isaiah 
41:8; James 2:23). 

• Be considered Your servant 
like Moses (Joshua 1:2). 

• Have a heart after You like 
David (1 Samuel 13:14; Acts 
13:22).

• Be obedient like Jesus 
(Philippians 2:8; Romans 5:19; 
Hebrews 5:8). 

• Be a faithful witness like 
Antipas (Revelation 2:13). 

Now read all the above once 
again slowly as you ponder and 
pray about each description of God 
and what He means in your heart 
and life. Then give the LORD your 
praise, thanks and worship because 
He is truly worthy!

Pray for Your 
Spiritual Health

by Jim Weikal

Many prayers offered 
to God are ones of 

intercession for our family, our 
church, our Bible study, and 
our own individual challenges. 
These are good subjects for 
prayer. Adoration of God 
should be included as well, not 
neglecting thankfulness for 
our many blessings.

But David shows us a prayer 
subject that is often neglected: 
prayer for our own spiritual 
health. This prayer opens 
us up to inspection by God 
Himself: “Search me, O God,” 
David says. “And know my 
heart; Try me and know my 
anxious thoughts.”

Are you prepared to go 
under the Lord’s spiritual 
scalpel? Do you want God to 
“see if there be any hurtful 
way in me”? The answer 
should be “Yes” because 
once God has dealt with my 
sin, He will “lead me in the 
everlasting way” (Psalm 
139:23-24).

David prayed for God to 
“blot out my transgressions,” 
“wash me thoroughly from 
my iniquity,” and “cleanse me 
from my sin” (Psalm 51:1-2).

We should be aware of 
our need to be spiritually 
right before God, and that 
requesting help from Him is 
regularly necessary for a right 
relationship with our Creator.

Remember, stay prayed up, 
read up, and focused up. God 
bless!

Everything in all creation belongs to You.  All I have is from 
Your hand.  All I accomplish is by Your Spirit.  All I have been 

blessed with is through Your kindness.  All the truth I have 
learned is from Your wisdom.  All I will ever be is because of 

Your mercy and grace.   – Bill Rudge



The Photo That Started It All 
by Darlinda McDonald

Who would have thought that a yearbook photo would open the door 
to a lifetime relationship? Karen Blair went to Hickory High School, 
Bill Rudge to Sharon. One night, however, Karen was with some 
friends at a party in Hermitage when Bill and some friends from Ohio 
walked in uninvited. Apparently, Karen caught Bill’s eye because he 
invited her for a short walk outside where he said he would “take her on 
a date sometime,” though he never followed through with his promise. 

Then it happened. Several weeks later, Karen learned that a photo 
of her selling tickets at the Columbia Theatre to Sharon High School’s 
senior class vice president and his date was printed in Sharon’s High 
School yearbook. Wanting to see the photo, her mother took her to the 
Rudges because both Karen’s and Bill’s sisters were in Debulets (a baton twirling group) together. When Bill saw Karen 

he said, “Hey, I asked you out at that party. Do you still want to go?” “Sure,” she replied, and 
that was the beginning. 

In January, after dating regularly for about six months, Karen became a Christian. Bill, 
however, didn’t want anything to do with God and decided to hitchhike across the country. 
God, in His faithfulness, pursued him and on May 23, after returning home, Bill gave his life 
to Christ. A few weeks after his conversion, on June 5, 1971, Bill and Karen ran away and 
were married. That was 50 years ago, and so the story continues! 

Bill’s picture (left) appeared in the football section of that yearbook underneath the team 
photo. The caption beside his picture exemplified other experiences that shaped Bill’s life: “In 
late August, the football team began its two-a-day workouts, which lasted for two torturous 
weeks. The air was filled with the most terrifying grunts and groans as the players were 
pushed to the brink of exhaustion ....”

The following Facebook post was written about Bill and Karen’s granddaughter, Caeley 
Smith, and is a heartwarming and inspirational example of how a girl who was nurtured in 
a Christian home grew into a Godly young woman. Happy Mother’s Day, Tabitha Smith! 
You are truly blessed among women.  – Darlinda McDonald 
   Caeleana is a rare and special sort of beautiful and I cherish her presence in my life 
immensely. I have never met someone else with intentions as sweet and pure as her. She 
is never self seeking or serving. She just wants everyone she cares for to be happy and 
to feel loved. And oh how she loves. She is kind and caring, the best and most patient 
listener. She’s a hugger (which I love) and her smile brightens any dark or dreary space. I’m 
constantly awed by her ability to put things into a refreshing perspective which she does so 
without harshness or judgement. She is many years younger than me but, oh, is she wise. 
I’ve noticed myself many times in our friendship looking to her to gauge how I really feel 
about what’s going on. I tend to lead with my mouth (God forgive me) or my heart in a 
“who cares about the consequences” sort of way, but Caeley always leads with her mind. She takes a moment to process 
and to breathe before speaking and always says the most insightful and unexpected things. Her grace is plentiful. Her 
love is overflowing. Her beauty is as lovely on the inside as it is out. I feel a comfort around her, knowing full well that I 
can be myself fully and she will love me more for it. Which honestly, is not something I’m able to do around more than 
a handful of trusted people. She comes from a wonderfully big and spirited family full of love and laughter (Andie and I 
FaceTimed them with her for over an hour just now, and it honestly made my day talking to all of them and to see them 
all together) I can’t wait to see Caeley implement her upbringing into her own family one day. I know in my heart that 
she will be the best mom and wife ever. I’ve seen her with her sisters and brother and I see the love and respect that they 
all have for her. She is the one they all flock to to share their fun stories and daily struggles with, always wanting to make 
Caeley laugh or to hear Caeley’s advice. Tabitha & Clayton, you guys raised one heck of a kid. Thanks for bringing her 
to Andie and I!!! Caeleana has been such a blessing in my life and I know with her, I’ve found a forever friend.

2/6/21 Facebook post by Abby Rogers 

Happy Mothers Day!



In Memory Of 
Virginia Snyder

8/16/24 - 4/3/21 
Virginia Snyder got involved 

with the Bill Rudge Ministries 
around 1987 after her son Jon 
volunteered to help with the 
large addition being built at the 
ministry center. When Virginia 
and her husband Albert retired, 
she came to a women’s Bible 
study at the ministry center. 
Then for a period of time, 
she was the leader of that 
Bible study. She also served 
on the team that organized the monthly newsletter mailings, eventually becoming 
the coordinator. For many years, Albert and Virginia blessed Bill and Karen with an 
abundance of fruit from their orchards and their devoted prayer and financial support. 
Albert went home to be with the Lord on April 21, 2006.

When Virginia was no longer able to volunteer at the ministry center, she continued 
to faithfully support BRM and to pray for Bill and Karen and their family every day. 
We were all blessed to know Virginia, and Bill was honored to officiate her funeral.

 In Virginia’s Words – 
“Bill and Karen’s dedication to the Lord is an inspiration to anyone who knows them.” 

Virginia Snyder (2nd from right in white sweater) served 
as Newsletter Mailings Coordinator at BRM for several 

years.

Dick Bell (husband)
by Katie Bell & Family 

Mike Bell (son)
by Katie Bell & Family
Adam Richard Bish

Jason Dunder
by Mike & Ruthann Dunder

Bill Gibb  
Richard & Sandra Wolfgang

Ray Ischo
by Ruth Ischo 

Lela Marian “Sunny” Lees
Virginia Snyder

by  
Carol Gibb & Family 

Lois Greathouse 
David R. Jones 

Mary Alice & Robin Mook 
Bill & Karen Rudge Family 
Richard & Sandra Wolfgang 

In Memory Of

Bill anticipates the 
opportunity to do 

school assemblies 
and defense clinics 
again – hopefully 
next school year.

On March 18, 2021 Karen 
had an extensive 4 hour foot 
and ankle surgery (3 screws, 
3 staples, bone graft and 42 
stitches). She is doing great 
but is not allowed any weight 
bearing for 2 months. Special 
thanks to Men with Vision for 
building a ramp so Karen can 
get to doctor’s appointments 
and continue working at BRM 
as a full-time volunteer – 
coordinating various crucial 
aspects of the ministry. 
Also, thanks to all those 
who prayed, visited, brought 
flowers, made meals, sent 
cards or helped in a variety of 
other ways. God bless you! 

Men With Vision Build Ramp
Men with Vision (President Bob Ramp and crew: Tom Anthony, Dave 

Campbell, Mike Godnich, Dick Hetrick, Ed King, Ron McDonald, Larry 
Royal and Norm Simons) volunteer their time and talents to build a ramp 
at BRM supplying the materials at no cost. This remarkable feat was 
accomplished in just 3 hours – finishing up at dusk – ready for Karen to 
use early the next morning for her doctor’s appointment, and daily to get 
to the ministry center. 
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Leave a legacy that will bear fruit after you have gone on to be with the LORD. 
Please prayerfully consider including Bill Rudge Ministries in your will.



Special Thanks to 
DJ’s Greenhouse

for donating beautiful 
flowers and trees to the 
ministry center, faithfully 
supporting BRM over the 
years and sponsoring this 

month’s newsletter. 
For information on events at 

DJ’s Greenhouse:
www.djsgreenhouse.com

724-962-1230 
1004 East Lake Road, 

Transfer, Pa.   

Update On
Furnaces

Thanks to everyone who 
gave so generously toward 
the cost of replacing 
two of the ministry’s 
furnaces. They are 
almost completely paid 
for – without any interest 
charged. The third furnace 
is still holding its own but 
may need replaced later 
this year or next.

Sponsors Needed For
Newsletter – Production, Printing and Mailing 
($500)
World Outreach Packages – $25 a package 
or $50 for a box to mail out our Biblical 
Resources to missionaries, military personnel, 
prisoners
Radio Broadcasts – About $200 a month per 
station
Book Publishing – As well as being available 
as e-books we are receiving numerous 
requests for printed copies of Bill and BJ’s 
books. Our discounted cost is about $5,000 per 
book for 5000 copies. We are in the process of 
writing 25 new and updated books so we are 
trusting God to provide the funds.
School Assemblies – Motivational Media 
charges BRM a greatly discounted price of only 
$300 per assembly set up.
Establish a Matching Fund – $1,000 - 
$10,000 to set up your own matching fund for a 
special BRM project. 
Please let us know if you can help with any of 
the above or need additional information.

Ministry Highlights
• Bill, BJ and Jim have had many speaking engagements at various churches, 

events and Bible studies (BJ also teaches classes at Penn State). 
• BRM staff and volunteers are involved in many ministry responsibilities and 

activities such as: video production, weekly radio broadcasts and minute messages, 
radio and TV interviews, blogs, podcasts, newsletters, individuals and family crisis 
intervention, witness encounters, prayer ministry and correspondence. 

• Facilities maintenance; running individuals and groups through the obstacle 
course (the cost is free but the experience is invaluable).

• Our momentous goal of writing 25 new and updated books by the end of 
December 2023. 

• Our World Literature Ministry continues to expand with truck loads and 
packages of Bibles, books, audio messages, DVDs, tracts and Christian magazines, 
delivered to U.S. ministries and prisons as well as overseas missions.

Pray 
Please keep all BRM staff and volunteers in prayer for God’s continued anointing 

and blessing and that He will continue to open doors of opportunity through BRM 
so we may bear much fruit for His glory. Pray God puts His words in our hearts and 
empowers us to boldly and accurately proclaim His truth. Also, pray that His Spirit 
brings deep conviction to the hearts of all who listen, watch or read our messages. 
May God transform many lives!

You Can Have A Part
If you or your church or business believe in supporting missions – locally, 

nationally, or abroad – then prayerfully consider supporting the Bill Rudge 
Ministries. We are reaching out and impacting lives for Christ in this area, across 
our nation and throughout the world (Acts 1:8). 

Holy Land Adventure
Plans are underway for our 11th 

Holy Land Adventure. Several 
people have contacted us who want 
to go. Bill is considering March 
2023 when Israel will hopefully be 
fully open to tourists again, without 
limitations due to the coronavirus. 
We anticipate another awesome 
trip to the Holy Land and will keep 
you informed once the itinerary is 
determined – unless of course the 
Lord returns and then we will tour 
the New Jerusalem!

Give Us Your  
E-Mail ...

BJ Rudge and Janor 
Bestwick are producing 
videos that are touching 
many lives. Send us a note 
with your e-mail address 
or a phone number for 
receiving texts and we will 
send you their videos.

Up To Date 
With BRM 

If you would like access 
to the newest blogs, 
podcasts, articles, e-books, 
radio broadcasts and 
minute messages please go 
to our web site (billrudge.
org) and click on “Blog” 
on Home Page.

Prophecy Conference
We are praying about having a 

prophecy conference in the Fall of 
2021 or Spring of 2022. We will 
inform you through the newsletter 
when plans and location are 
confirmed.
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