
Verification of Christ’s resurrection has been 
investigated more extensively than available evidence 

of any other event in history! It has been examined and 
evaluated by some of the greatest scholars, historians, 
legal experts, scientists and archaeologists. Anyone who 
honestly examines the evidence will be convinced that 
Jesus: 

presented Himself alive [to the apostles] after His 
suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to 
them over a period of forty days and speaking of the 
things concerning the kingdom of God (Acts 1:3).
It is extremely important that Jesus rose from the dead 

because the resurrection is the very foundation of 
the Christian faith. The Apostle 

Paul stressed this point to the 
church at Corinth where many 
people were claiming there was 

no resurrection of the dead. Paul asserts that without the 
resurrection there would be no Christian faith:

But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even 
Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, 
then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain (1 
Corinthians 15:13-14).
First, throughout the Gospels Jesus predicted He would 

die and three days later rise from the dead (Matthew 
12:38-40; Mark 9:9-10; Luke 18:31-33; John 10:17-18). If 
He made these assertions and they had not come to pass, 
then He was either an insane individual or the greatest 
deceiver in history.

Second, each Gospel testifies to the fact that Jesus rose 
from the dead (Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20). 
If He had not, then the Gospel accounts would have no 
credibility and would have been discarded as historically 
unreliable documents. The Gospels could not be viewed as 

While exercising outside in the early morning hours, I 
noticed the shadow of one of our crosses silhouetted 

on the lightly snow-covered ground. Looking for the 
source of this shadow (the security light 
of our former ministry center – now the 
Mercer County Area Agency On Aging) 
it struck me that every person who has 
ever been born is affected in some way 
by the Cross.  

The crucifixion of Jesus Christ was 
determined before the creation of the 
world. Since the Fall of humankind 
in the Garden of Eden, God promised 
a coming Messiah and Savior. Those 
before Christ’s sacrificial death looked 
forward to the coming of this Promised 
One, while those after Jesus’ crucifixion 
look back to His finished work on the 
cross. 

Both Sides of the Cross
Who I was and what I did before 

coming to Christ is in stark contrast to 
who I am and what I do after coming to know Him. My 
philosophy of life, words, behavior and lifestyle have so 
dramatically changed that they are in diametric opposition 
to what they were before. Before the Shadow of the 

Cross passed over my life, my passions were rebellion, 
violence and pleasure. This side of the cross my zeal is for 
obedience, compassion and reaching this world for Christ.

Some thought I was hopeless as a 
teenager but Jesus knew otherwise. I 
thank Him virtually every day for His 
amazing grace to me, received many 
years ago when I was 18. 

How has the Cross affected you? 
What kind of a shadow (influence) 
has it been on your life? Has the cross 
drawn you closer to God and the Savior 
or are you still hiding – running from 
or rebelling against the LORD of all 
Creation? You do realize that it’s time 
for you to come home! Fall on your 
knees beneath the Shadow of the Cross 
and surrender your life to Jesus. 

Remember, eternity will be 
determined by your association 
with the cross. The cross of Christ 

is our only hope to see our departed loved ones again. 
For believers, it is a guaranteed promise! As Bill Glass 
succinctly said, “Christ arose! Your redeemed loved ones 
will too, and you can spend eternity with them in God’s 
presence.”
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Ben Hur
Lew Wallace (4/10/1827 – 2/15/1905) was 

a lawyer, governor, Union general in the 
American Civil War, American statesman 
and author. According to an article in Israel 
My Glory magazine:

He and his famous ungodly friend, Robert 
Ingersoll, once agreed to write a book 
that would forever destroy the “myth” 
of Christianity. For two years, Wallace 
gathered information from the leading 
libraries of Europe and America. He 
got no further than chapter two when 
he suddenly found himself on his 
knees, crying out, “My Lord, and my 
God.” He had found his evidence, and 
it overwhelmingly and conclusively 
supported the deity of Christ. He could 
no longer deny that Jesus Christ was the 
Son of God. So Wallace abandoned his 
project and became a Christian. Later he 
wrote one of the finest novels ever written 
concerning the time of Christ, Ben Hur. 
Instead of disproving the deity of Christ 

and His resurrection – Lew Wallace ended 
up defending it in his famous epic Biblical 
novel Ben Hur: A Tale of the Christ, 
described as “the most influential book of 
the nineteenth century.”

primary sources for those things that happened (Luke 1:3-
4), but rather as products of later editing and manipulation 
on the part of the early church.

Third, the central theme of the early church was the 
preaching of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
(Acts 2:22-36; 3:13-18; 4:10-12; 5:29-32; 10:37-43; 13:27-
37; 17:2-3; 26:22-23). If the resurrection had not occurred, 
it would have been impossible for Paul and others to 
persist in affirming that it had in fact occurred – especially 
in the presence of hostile eyewitnesses.

Fourth, without the death and resurrection, all Christians 
would still be in sin and under the judgment of God. Paul 
highlights this point to the Corinthian believers:

For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been 
raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is 
worthless; you are still in your sins. Then those also who 
have fallen asleep [died] in Christ have perished. If we 
have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men 
most to be pitied (1 Corinthians 15:16-19).
Fifth, without the resurrection no one would have 

the eschatological (the part of theology concerned with 
death, judgment, and the final destiny of the soul and of 
humankind) hope of eternal life. The resurrection of Jesus 

Christ demonstrates His authority over death. Those who 
place their faith and trust in Him have the assurance that 
death has been overcome and will be ultimately conquered. 
As Jesus said to Martha who was grieving the loss of her 
brother Lazarus:

I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 
Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives 
and believes in Me shall never die (John 11:25-26).
The resurrection is the crucial point of Christianity 

which either validates or discredits the Christian faith. 
Henry M. Morris and Henry M. Morris III summed it up 
well in their book Many Infallible Proofs – Evidence for 
the Christian Faith:

If the resurrection did not take place, then Christianity 
is a false religion. If it did take place, then Christ is God 
and the Christian faith is absolute truth.
Christianity stands firm on the fact of Jesus’ resurrection. 

It is an incredible truth that has changed the lives of 
millions throughout history. I am convinced from a 
lifetime of research and personal experience that the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ did occur. Our eternal destiny 
is determined by whether we accept and believe the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

THE JELLY BEANS
Red is for the blood He gave,

Green is for the grass He made.
Yellow is for His sun so bright,
Orange is for the edge of night.
Black is for the sins we made,
White is for the grace He gave.

Purple is for His hours of sorrow,
Pink is for our new tomorrow. 

Author Unknown 

Belief in the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus is not a secondary issue. Your 
salvation depends on it (Romans 10:9)! 
Jesus told His good friend Martha that 
belief in Him as “the resurrection and 
the life” meant that a person “will live 
even if he dies” (John 11:25-26). 

Belief in the resurrection is so 
important for a person’s salvation that 
Jesus made a special effort to prove 
His resurrection to a doubting disciple. 
Thomas said that he wanted more than 
eyewitness testimony from his fellow 
disciples; he needed to see the physical 
evidence from Jesus (John 20:25).

Eight days later the resurrected 
Jesus entered the disciples’ room and 
presented Thomas with the proof he 
asked for (John 20:26-27). People today 
don’t have this opportunity, but listen 
to what Jesus says about believers: 
“Blessed are they who did not see, and 
yet believed” (John 20:29).

To be “blessed” is to be especially 
favored, happy, or privileged. No matter 
what happens to believers in this world, 
be comforted that you know Jesus, the 
resurrection and the life.

Blessed Are You
By Jim Weikal

Telemarketing calls can be 
annoying! However, I choose to 
treat telemarketers with respect 
since they are just trying to 
make a living. I often turn the 
call into a witness opportunity 
by saying, “Before I answer 
your question let me tell you 
about the most important 
thing in my life which is my 
relationship with Jesus Christ.” 
Some listen, some hang up. But 
all hear Jesus’ name!

Witnessing
by Bill Rudge



Bill’s Advice to 
 Carson before  

Boot Camp 
“Always remember the tetherball 

battles, hockey games, boxing, obstacle 
course, sleeping on our couch and 
borrowing my clothes. 

“Always remember, Carson Brock, 
that you were created in God’s image 
(Genesis 1:26). Never forget that He 
loves you so much He died for you 
(John 3:16). Realize that Jesus will 
forgive anything if you ask (1 John 1:9).

“Rejoice that your name is written in 
the Book of Life and one day you will 
rule and reign with Christ (Revelation 
20:6). You may have some lonely times 
but He will never leave you or forsake 
you (Matthew 28:20).

“Have faith, courage, determination, 
discipline and integrity because you 
can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens you (Philippians 4:13).

“There will be challenges and 
difficulties but God will use them to 
make you strong and work everything 
out for good (Romans 8:28).

“Through it all you will be molded 
into the man He intended you to be 
(Romans 8:29). In the end you will look 
back and know the truth of God’s Word 
and that He honors those who honor 
Him (1 Samuel 2:30). 

“One day we will never have to say 
goodbye again. Stay safe, healthy and 
close to Jesus. And never, ever forget 
how much I love you. I am so proud to 
have you as a grandson!”

Papa Bill

In Pursuit of a Dream
By Darlinda McDonald

Carson (Bill and Karen Rudge’s grandson) 
was born in San Diego one month after 9/11. 
His family moved to Pennsylvania several years 
later. Carson graduated from high school during 
the coronavirus. A dedicated athlete, he played 
soccer for the Riverhounds in Pittsburgh and 
played in soccer tournaments across the country 
as well as in Italy. At age 18, Carson turned 
down a scholarship to play soccer in college to 
pursue his dream of special military service in 
the Navy. 

Carson has been a great blessing to Bill Rudge 
Ministries for many years. He helped Bill 
with school assemblies, defense clinics, 
and the obstacle course for sports teams 
and military recruits, as well as assisting 
with grounds maintenance, mail pick-up, 
delivering clothes, school supplies and 
household items to local missions and 
ministries, and loading trucks with boxes 
of books, sports jerseys, soccer balls, 
school supplies, etc. for delivery to Third 
World countries. Carson has been willing 
to help in any way needed at BRM. He 
also mentored several peers, assisted an 
injured Vietnam Vet by moving furniture, 
doing yard work and various other 
projects. He delivered and moved furniture 
for Building of Hope to those in need and 
for several elderly people. 

Carson is greatly missed by family, 
friends and BRM staff and volunteers. He 
continues to support the ministry by having 
a portion of his pay from the Navy automatically given to BRM. We pray 
God’s protection for this young man of excellence, a consistent and valued 
volunteer – never charging anyone for anything he did to help. 

Carson standing on top of a 
climbing obstacle at BRM. He 

has hurled many obstacles 
and excelled in making great 

accomplishments.

Carson (left) was 
commended by the Navy 

Chief and the Commander 
for training Navy recruits 

and providing them 
transportation for several 

weeks before he himself left 
for Boot Camp. 

Michael, Carson and Lucas with some of the Cub Scouts 
they led through the BRM obstacle course last summer.

Carson (on left) leading the Sharpsville Varsity Soccer Team through “Black 
Tire Pain” – one of the hardest challenges at the BRM obstacle course.



Albert Acevedo (brother of 
Olga Lugan) 
by Ed Lugan 
Lee Beach 

by Clarence & Gladys Wier 
Charles Haslebacher 

by Herbert & Joyce 
Haslebacher 

Daniel A. Jones Sr. 
by Dorothy Jones & Family

Ruth Kloss  
by Lou & Paula Dalessandro  

Gene Sarazen 
by Denny & Andrea Staul  

In Memory Of

The insert in this month’s newsletter is 
from Bill and Karen’s trip to Maxwell Air 
Force Base and Fort Meade where they 
ministered to the military. These inserts 
from the original printing, were generously 
donated by the printer. We have enclosed  
them as another “stone of remembrance” to 
remind us of God’s faithfulness and to give 
you some more history of the ministry. We 
hope you enjoy reading what God has been 
doing throughout the years. 

Age Not a Deterrent for Audrey Colombo 
By Darlinda McDonald

Audrey Colombo is a very active person. Over the span of her life this musically talented 
woman has given piano lessons, played trombone in the Greenville Orchestra and played the 
euphonium for 20 years in the Mercer Community Band. She was a YMCA camp counselor, a 
volunteer for Meals on Wheels, and was Chairman of the Shenango Conservancy. 

Audrey lived in Williamsville, New York before moving to Sharon and was married to the 
famous “Trapper John” Colombo. After he passed away, Audrey moved to Whispering Oaks 
in Hermitage where she continues her active life by being involved in their activities and 
taking new residents “under her wing” to help them become acclimated to their new home. If all that didn’t keep Audrey busy 
enough, she loves volunteering at Bill Rudge Ministries where she says she has been working “forever.” 

In Audrey’s Words 
“Bill Rudge Ministries is just phenomenal. Bill helps older people, kids (going into the schools), overseas’ missions (sends 

books, pamphlets, CDs, etc. upon request, free of charge) and is so economically solid (stretching every dollar, spending funds 
wisely, never incurring debt). I love that!” 

Bill Rudge Ministries was blessed with the 
donation of a beautiful 2007 Buick LaCross 
which helped raise crucial funds for BRM and the 
Sergeant York Discovery Experience. The car 
was given by Tim Ray in loving memory of his 
father Dr. H. Gene Ray, who pastored churches 
in Tennessee, Texas, Michigan, and Florida. Dr. 
Ray held Alvin York in the highest regard because 
of York’s strong witness for Christ and his record 
of service during World War I. Bill and BJ Rudge 
were privileged to dedicate the Sgt. York Historic 
Trail and Monument in the Argonne Forest of 
France several years ago and their ministry was 
blessed by the proceeds from the sale of this car. 

Chris Chrastina of 62 Motors had the car 
transported from Virginia to Pennsylvania. He 
is willing to sell any cars for BRM and give the 
proceeds to the ministry. If you have a vehicle 
or house you would like to donate, please let us 
know. It is greatly appreciated!

Thank You! 
As a faith ministry, 

donations of vehicles, 
supplies, services, and 
financial contributions, 
enable us to continue 
offering our resources and 
services free of charge. 

Thanks for being part of 
what God is doing in and 
through BRM. May the 
Lord reward each of you 
for your generosity and 
faithfulness – hopefully in 
this life, but certainly in 
the next. There you will 
meet the many people 
touched through this 
ministry – made possible 
by your generous support!

Bill, Karen, BJ & Staff

As well as 
purchasing the 
parts and fixing two 
faucets at the ministry 
center, Mike Fleming 
donated, delivered 
and installed a high-
efficiency toilet. 

Many others have 
helped with special 
projects and needs 
at BRM which we 
hope to mention in 
upcoming newsletters.

Above left: Max Tiber, Bob Mild and Bruce Adams set up BJ’s Living Truth For Today studio at 
BRM. Above right: BJ and Lucas Rudge prepare to record a Living Truth For Today video. Also 
helping are Sean Bartolin doing a new web site for Living Truth For Today and Nikki Fair doing 
graphic design for the web site and YouTube page. Also, thanks to all who have helped with this 
special endeavor through your prayers and financial support! 

Thanks to everyone who is donating 
toward the two new furnaces at BRM. 



Bill Rudge’s ministry at Maxwell Air Force Base in Alabama 
and Fort Meade in the Washington D.C. area was very fruitful. 
Bill spoke five times at Maxwell Air Force Base, and twice at 
Fort Meade. He has been asked to return to both these bases for 
future ministry.  

A special thanks to Major Doug Mastriano, his wife Rebbie, 
and son Josiah for hosting Bill and Karen at Maxwell A.F.B. for 
a week of ministry. Also, we would like to express appreciation to 
Petty Officer First Class Joseph Ravitts, U.S.N. and his wife Mary 
for hosting Bill and Karen at Fort Meade. 

Major Mastriano wrote the following concerning Bill’s ministry 
to a Camp Pendleton chaplain who plans to have Bill minister 
there:

 
Bill Rudge has been a part of the US Army chapel system for quite 
some time. It started in 1990 – when he spoke at the Furth military 
chapel at Darby Kaserne in Nuremberg, Germany. Since then, he 
has been involved with chapels in Korea, Presidio of Monterey, Fort 
Stewart (3rd Infantry Division’s Vale Chapel, etc.). Every time that 
he has preached on base I am astounded by the response from the 
military and family members – a definite compliment to your military 
outreach. His ministry is based out of Pennsylvania and has an 
interdenominational board of advisors. The bottom line – doctrinally 
sound outreach with the mission of reaching the world for Jesus 
Christ. You will not regret having him on base. Many chaplains can 
testify of his impact.

Bill’s first engagement at Fort Meade was to speak for thirty 
minutes to a Sunday School class which included many people 
from different countries throughout the world. It went so well 
that they asked him to continue for an hour. At Maxwell Air 
Force Base Bill had the opportunity to speak on God’s Boot 
Camp to Officer Trainees (cadets) who were in the midst of tough 
training and near the breaking point mentally. Bill also spoke on 
The Last Days and Reaching Your Maximum Potential in Christ.

God is opening many unique ministry opportunities for Bill at 
military bases. Please pray the Lord will continue to open doors 
and bring forth fruit to His glory.

Bill sharing highlights of his 
testimony and a challenge to 
700 officers and enlisted men 
and women and their families on 
Father’s Day at Fort Meade 

Bill speaking for a 
contemporary service at 
Maxwell Air Force Base

Bill speaking at Maxwell Air Force 
Base Officers Training  

Bible Study 

Bill ministering in a chapel at 
Maxwell Air Force Base
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