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We all experience times of uncertainty; moments 
that raise many questions and concerns about what 

we should do and how things will work out. Currently, 
like many of you, my wife and I and our six children are 
working through our own time of uncertainty.   

Our nation is also facing uncertainties. Many are 
overwhelmed with questions and concerns: When will this 
pandemic end? Will there be another spike in the virus? 
Will there be a food shortage? Do masks really help? 
Should I go out in public settings? Will I lose my job? 
How will this election impact my life, my 
family, America, the world? 

So too, Jesus’ disciples 
experienced their times of 
uncertainty. For about 3 years, 
the disciples had served at the 
side of Jesus where they were 
direct recipients of His daily 
teachings and eyewitnesses 
to His miraculous power. 
Now, they were confronted 
with the uncertainty that Jesus 
was going to leave them and 
with the uncertainty of the 
implications to follow. Just as it 
would be today, we find in John 
chapters 14-17 many what, how, why, where and when 
questions (John 14:5, 22; 16:17, 18). In response to their 
questions, Jesus asserted that even though we will have 
tribulation in this world, we can have peace because He 
has overcome the world (John 16:32, 33).

In light of these words by Jesus, we are addressing here 
three specific questions about the peace that Jesus offered 
His disciples and is available to us right now. 

Question #1: What is this peace? 
The peace that Jesus gives (see John 14:27) does not 

come from this world. Instead of trying to find it by 
looking to others (celebrities, politicians, etc.) or looking 
within, the peace Jesus provides can only be found by 
looking to Him. The idea of peace that the world promotes 
is a life without conflict and difficulty, but there are 
problems with this approach to peace: It is circumstantial. 

In other words, it is a peace that solely depends 
upon your circumstances/
conditions. Because it is 
circumstantial, a worldly 
approach to peace is temporary. 

Certainly, we all have moments when life goes well and 
we don’t face any direct conflicts or challenges. But we 
also know that this peace is short-lived because we are all 
going to face tribulation, conflicts, and difficulties. In fact, 
the Greek word Jesus used for tribulation in John 16:33 
means to be pressured or squeezed to the point you feel 
confined with no way to escape! 

This is exactly how many feel right now with the current 
pandemic and state of our Union; squeezed with no way to 
escape as these uncertain times have robbed us of peace, 

individually, and collectively 
as a country (and the world). 
But while the peace of this 
world depends upon life’s 
circumstances, the peace that 
Jesus provides transcends our 
circumstances. We do not have 
to wait for circumstances to 
change. 

Jesus’ peace impacts our 
lives by producing courage. 
Amidst their questions and 
fear, Jesus told the disciples 
to “take heart” (John 16:33). 
In the Greek this means to 

take courage and be of good cheer. This is the courage 
of confidence that rests not in ourselves, nor in our 
circumstances, but in the God we serve. Consider Joshua 
who faced uncertainty as he led the children of Israel into 
the Promised Land. As he took on this momentous task, 
God instructed him to “Be strong and courageous. Do not 
be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your 
God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9). The key 
for Joshua’s courage did not rest in his own ability but in 
the fact that He served a faithful God who would be with 
Him. This is why Joshua was told to meditate upon God’s 
law (Joshua 1:8), so that he would not only have a proper 
understanding of what to do but a proper understanding of 
the One (God) who called him to do it. 

Jesus’ peace impacts our lives by the removal of anxiety 
and fear. As Paul sat in a prison for preaching the Gospel, 
he wrote these powerful words:

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
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Jesus (Philippians 4:6-7).
Despite his circumstances and the uncertain outcome, 

Paul still had the peace of God, a peace that Paul reminds 
all believers will guard us from being controlled by 
anxiety, doubt and fear. 

Question #2: How is peace provided?
When we examine John chapters 14-17, we discover two 

ways Jesus provides this peace: first through the presence 
of the Holy Spirit (John 14:25-26; 15:26-27). “Helper” 
refers to someone who has been called to come alongside 
to help and plead the cause of someone else. This is 
exactly what the Holy Spirit did in the lives of the apostles 
as He provided them with wisdom, guidance and strength. 
In fact, Jesus goes on to say that it was for their advantage 
that He leaves them and sends the Holy Spirit (see John 
16:7). How could it be an advantage for the disciples that 
Jesus would leave them? What could be more spiritually 
advantageous than literally walking and talking with 
Jesus? By forcing the disciples to step out of their comfort 
zone, they could learn to trust God in a deeper way and 
experience the Holy Spirit’s presence and power. 

My sister and brother-in-law recently watched their 
only son leave for the Navy. But knowing they had raised 
him to love the Lord, the sadness of seeing him go also 
brought with it the joy and confidence that God would 
continue to work in his life in a deeper and more powerful 
way. Sometimes the only way to grow is to step out of our 
comfort zones and encounter the uncertainties of life with 
faith and trust. Thankfully, we do not have to do this in our 
own strength, because we have the active presence of the 
Holy Spirit who right now can strengthen and empower us 
in our inner being (Ephesians 3:16).

The second way Jesus provides His peace is through the 
fellowship (unity) of believers. As Christians, we are not 
designed to live as islands unto ourselves. Instead, we are 
called to live out our faith within the community of other 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Before Jesus faced His arrest, 
trial, and crucifixion He specifically prayed for the unity 
of all believers (John 17:20, 21). Unity within the body of 
Christ occurs both on a doctrinal level (what we believe) 
and on a practical level (how we live out our faith). It is on 
this practical level where – when we go through uncertain 
and difficult times – it is our function as a body to 
encourage and bear each other’s burdens (Galatians 6:2).

I have several friends with whom I meet on a monthly 
basis to pray. They have been a source of peace in my 
life as I have been for them when they faced times of 
uncertainty. As the Body of Christ, Jesus wants us to 
face our problems unified, so we may have the peace that 
comes through the support and love of each other. As 
believers in Jesus Christ, may we be unified during this 
time of uncertainty so we can be instruments of hope and 
peace to a world desperately needing it.  

Question #3: How can I experience this  
   peace?

If you want to experience the peace of Jesus right now, 
the very first thing you must do is repent of your sin and 
accept Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord. The Holy 
Spirit will dwell within you and begin to produce the fruit 
of His Spirit in your life – one of which is peace (Galatians 
5:22-23). Secondly, you must place your trust in God and 
not your circumstances. This act of trust will require you 
to yield your will to God’s will. Jesus provides the best 
example of this as He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane 
(Luke 22:42). 

Knowing the agony of what He was about to experience, 
Jesus surrendered His will so that He could fulfill the 
will of His Father. This same attitude is what we need 
to display when we face times of uncertainty. We need 
to trust God and yield to His will, even when it does not 
seem to line up with what we want. Happily, we have the 
confidence that we are surrendering ourselves over to a 
sovereign God who is not only in control of every detail of 
our lives, but truly has our best interests at heart. 

Closing Challenge
In this time of uncertainty, we should do more than 

strive for personal peace, but also seek to be used by 
God to bring hope to others. I recently read an article that 
discussed how previous pandemics in history caused major 
shifts in the world. Two of these impacted the Roman 
Empire in the 2nd century and 3rd century A.D. causing 
a major shift in the Empire’s worldview. According to the 
author, these pandemics had a mortality rate of about 25-
30% of the empire’s population. At this time the empire 
was pagan; the majority of people worshipped multiple 
gods. Christianity was less than 1% of the population. The 
response of the Pagans and Christians to these pandemics 
was starkly different. The Pagans opted to live in self-
isolation with the goal of self-preservation, while the 
Christians sought opportunities to minister to the sick 
and hopeless. This response by the Christians, along 
with several other factors, affected the Roman empire 
so dramatically that the author concludes by saying, “in 
roughly a span of a century, an essentially pagan empire 
found itself well on its way to becoming a majority 
Christian one.”

While we need to use wisdom during this pandemic – 
especially those of us who have underlying health risks – 
let us not waste the opportunity God has provided for us at 
this time in history! In a world overcome with uncertainty 
and fear, may we be living testimonies of the PEACE that 
comes from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ:

I have said these things to you, that in Me you may 
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. 
But take heart; I have overcome the world (John 
16:33).



Special thanks to the following businesses, churches, ministries  
and organizations for their support and help this past year.

• 62 Motors - Chris Chrastina
• A.C.T. Dental, Inc. - Annette C. Theofilos, D.M.D.
• Ann Baker Hair Company
• Archboard Media - Chris Pitz
• Beth Emmanuel Fellowship Ministries
• Breese Heating and Cooling
• Buchanan’s Auto Repair and Lightning Lube
• Building of Hope
• Cal’s Car Wash - Jerry and Amy Calvert
• Canady Concrete Construction
• Chris Levitt Electric, Inc.
• Christian Assembly (Greenville)
• Church Insurance Specialists, Inc. 
• Clean Start Service - Thomas and Dorothy Rickert
• Cooper’s Auto Care
• Craig Snyder - Founder of the H.E.L.P. Foundation
• Crossing Paths - Don Reed Ministry 
• CTS Rental Properties - Clay and Tabitha Smith
• Cuddles of Distinction - Gloria and Tom Shaffer
• Dan Stockdale - Ohio Medicare Advantage and 

Supplements Specialist
• Daner Business Solutions - Dan and Beverly Morrison
• DB Productions - www.reverbnation.com/DavidHamilton 
• Discipleship Community Church
• DJ’s Greenhouse - Dave and Dennis James
• First Assembly of God (Hermitage) 

• Fonar Corporation - Dr. Raymond Damadian
• Friendly Church of God in Christ
• Friends of the Community Library of the Shenango Valley
• Dr. James L. Gardner III, MD - Family Medical Care of 

Lawrence County
• Dr. Michael E. Abdul-Malak, MD, FACOG - Women’s 

Healthcare
• Garden of Life - Matt Cousins
• Gealy Memorials - Larry and Betty Gealy
• Gordon Urmson Builders
• Grace in the Wilderness Fellowship
• Gretchen L. Heutsche, DPM - Podiatric Medicine
• Hershey Chocolate World
• HMB Group - John and Braedon Hogan
• Hruska Janitorial Service Inc.
• IHS Gospel Ministries
• K. B. Management Co. - Beth Zorn
• Kraynak’s - Your Store for all Seasons
• Lakeside Evangelical Congregational Church
• Life Enrichment Ministries - Esther Bongiovanni
• Living Faith Christian Church
• Marenchin’s Transmissions - Keith Covert 
• Mary Kay Cosmetics - Carolyn L. Mild, Sr. Sales Director
• Mark and Paula Lyons - Flynn’s Tire Group
• Meeks Communications Management
• Mela’s Tax and Accounting Service - Catrice Atwell

• Mike Dunder Construction
• Mike Fleming Plumbing
• Minuteman Press of Hermitage
• Miraclesoap.com - John Line
• Mizpah Baptist Church of Ionia
• MK Landscape Supply - Matt Kraynak
• Moore’s Auto Sales and Repairs – Dan Glaize
• Mud-Hut Studios - Bill Dodd
• Neshannock Alliance Church
• Neshannock Presbyterian Church
• New Life Baptist Church
• New Testament Fellowship
• New Virginia United Methodist Church
• Oasis Counseling, LLC - Lynne A. Beck, LPC
• Olenik Holdings, Inc. - Don & Diane Olenik 
• Omega Logging, Inc. - Patrick Chovan
• Orangeville Baptist Church
• Payne’s Corner Christian Church
• Peggy A. Dunder - Realtor, Howard Hanna
• Pompa Properties - Michael Garofalo
• Preston GM Superstore - Bobby Preston
• Pro Window Maintenance - Professional Window, Gutter & 

Siding Cleaning – Allen Phipps
• PsychoHeresy Awareness Ministries
• Reed & Dailey Associates, Inc
• Roger R Shaffer Jr. - Attorney at Law 
• Sharon Alliance Church
• Shenango Valley Baptist Church
• South Pymatuning Community Church
• Strategic Fitness, LLC - Joey Commisso
• Streaming Praise Radio - streamingpraiseradio.com
• The Bicycle Store - Mike and Deb Kavulla
• The Engraving Place - Laura Fleming
• Wild West Concessions - Terry and Kacy Magnet

Please Note
If your business or church supported the Bill Rudge 

Ministries this year and is not listed or is listed incorrectly, 
please let us know so we can acknowledge you in an 
upcoming newsletter. 

We also extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the 
individuals and families (locally and throughout the U.S.) 
who financially support this multifaceted ministry. We are 
so blessed to have you as ministry partners!

New Year Giving
Bill Rudge Ministries (BRM) is a 501(c)(3) religious and 

educational non-profit organization with over 40 years 
of effectiveness, integrity and maximizing funds. Please 
consider including BRM in your charitable giving in 2021. 
Our promise is to be wise stewards and maximize every 
dollar to advance His Kingdom. 
Thank you for helping us make an eternal difference!
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In Memory OfGod’s Spirit in You
By Jim Weikal

Born again followers of Christ have the Spirit of God 
dwelling in them. The following verses abundantly 
confirm this truth: Romans 8:9; 1Corinthians 3:16; 
6:19; 2Corinthians 6:16; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 1:13; 
2Timothy 1:14; 1John 3:24; 4:4. 

When you know with certainty that you have the Spirit 
in you, then you should also know with certainty that the 
Spirit will give life to your mortal body (Romans 8:11) 
and nothing can separate you from God’s love (Romans 
8:35-39).

We must be courageous at all times and never allow any 
circumstances or fears to drive a wedge between us and 
our God. Paul’s list of hypothetical conditions (Romans 
8:35) may be a reality to us someday, but the greater 
reality is the promise of God that “we overwhelmingly 
conquer through Him who loved us” (Romans 8:37).

Your annual receipt 
for 2020 will be 

mailed mid-January.

My Heart’s Desire  
In These Chaotic Times

By Bill Rudge
A few months ago I felt impressed to do a 30 day liquid 

fast. My ardent goal was “that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him” 
(Ephesians 1:17). My desire is for a clearer revelation 
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit so I can know God 
more, love Him deeper, serve Him better, and relate 
Him effectively to others. I want additional insight into 
Scripture – especially on the end times. 

As well as fulfilling my many ministry responsibilities, 
in the next three years, I hope to finish writing 
approximately fifteen more books to record the many 
insights and lessons the Lord has taught me and to 
document the many miracles He has done in my life and 
ministry. Knowing the Lord has much for me and this 
ministry to do, I fasted to maintain my health and vitality 
– physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually. 

 During this 30 day fast, one of my earnest prayers was: 
“May the thoughts and attitudes of my mind, the emotions, 
desires, goals, dreams, vision and motives of my heart, 
the words of my mouth, and my behavior and lifestyle 
be pleasing in Your sight. May You continue to anoint, 
expand and bear much fruit through this ministry. Use us 
to turn the hearts of Your people back to You and inspire 
them to walk in faithfulness. Help us prepare believers for 
what is coming and for Your return.”

I also prayed that all who have helped this ministry in 
any way over the years will be welcomed into Christ’s 
eternal Kingdom because they accepted Him as Savior and 
Lord and their names are written in the Book of Life. May 
all of us be found faithful when Jesus comes!

2021Touch lives for 
Christ with a special 

gift to BRM World 
Literature Outreach. 

Moldova 
An Answer to Prayer
147th Country
We received a letter 

from Dan Burick about the 
country of Moldova. He 
wrote, “In your newsletter 
[listing all the countries 
you have sent literature to] 
the country of Moldova is 
not reached. Located next 
to Ukraine, it is the most 
unhappy country on Earth 
according to surveys. The 
Soviets had repressed it 
for years.” Dan continued, 
“I believe that if we pray 
specifically your ministry 
will hear from somebody 
there.” Our prayer team 
prayed and, amazingly, 
shortly thereafter we heard 
from Moldova, our 147th 
country. Thanks For  

Generosity!
Thank you for helping 

us reach the $10,200 
matching gift and our 
year-end expenses. Also 
greatly appreciated is your 
generous support of our 
World Literature Outreach, 
BJ’s Living Truth For 
Today video ministry, and 
our various other projects 
and special outreaches. 
We are so grateful for 
your kindness, blessings, 
notes and prayers for us 
and our family. 

We hope and pray your 
support of BRM continues 
in 2021 as we expand 
our efforts to reach this 
nation and world (as the 
Lord has enabled us to 
do every year since its 
inception in 1977). 

May God richly bless 
you in 2021 and reward 
you greatly throughout 
eternity for helping us 
touch lives for Jesus 
Christ locally, across the 
U.S. and to the ends of 
the earth (Acts 1:8)!

Bill & Karen Rudge

Furnace Needed 
at BRM 

The ministry recently 
replaced one of our three 
furnaces. We were able to 
squeeze 24 years out of it with 
the help of Breese Heating 
and Cooling who provided 
free annual maintenance on all 
three of the furnaces and also 
gave us a generous discounted 
price of $6,824 for the new 
furnace. It also includes a 10 
year parts and labor warranty. 
The other two furnaces are 20 
years old and will probably 
need replaced in another year 
or two. 

Any donations toward the 
cost of these energy efficient 
furnaces will be greatly 
appreciated. Special thanks to 
those who have already given 
toward this special need!


