
Virtually everything we once knew to be wrong is 
now considered right, and what was once believed 

to be bad is now deemed good. Our culture has strayed 
so far from God’s Word that people are blind to the lies 
that are deceiving so many. The prophet Isaiah accurately 
commented about such a reversal of morality: “Woe to 
those who call evil good, and good evil” (Isaiah 5:20). 

In contrast to the corruption today, the apostle Paul 
admonishes:

Immorality or any impurity or 
greed must not even be named 
among you...and there must 
be no filthiness and silly talk, 
or coarse jesting, which are 
not fitting, but rather giving of 
thanks (Ephesians 5:3-4).
The apostle Peter admonishes:  
As obedient children, do not 
conform to the evil desires 
you had when you lived in 
ignorance. But just as He who 
called you is holy, so be holy in all your conduct....
Abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the 
soul. For you have spent enough time in the past doing 
what pagans choose to do – living in debauchery, lust, 
drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 
They think it strange that you do not plunge with them 
into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse 
on you. But they will have to give account to Him 
who is ready to judge the living and the dead (1 Peter 
1:14,15; 2:11; 4:3-5). 

Be Aware: Four Stages of Decline
There are four stages through which those living an 

aberrant lifestyle could mislead people: 
1. Tolerance and Acceptance: Initially, they say they 

just want us to tolerate and accept their lifestyles.
2. Endorsement: After tolerance and acceptance, they 

push us to endorse their lifestyles – which most have done.
3. Celebration: After endorsement, they push hard for 

us to celebrate their aberrant lifestyles. Many are doing so.
4. Punishment: Finally, they want to punish 

(removal from social media, lawsuits, 
loss of income, incarceration...) 
anyone who does not accept, 
endorse and celebrate their 
corrupt lifestyles. 

Conquer or Be Conquered
Sexual immorality is not just a “disease” that will eat 

you like a cancer, it is sin. It is contrary to God’s intended 
purpose for His creation and needs to be, as Scripture says, 
“Crucified” (Galatians 5:24). Live by the Spirit, and you 
will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature (Galatians 
5:16).

The apostle Paul wrote in Colossians 3:5-8:  
Put to death, therefore, 
whatever belongs to your 
earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil 
desires and greed, which is 
idolatry. Because of these, the 
wrath of God is coming. You 
used to walk in these ways, 
in the life you once lived. But 
now you must rid yourselves of 
all such things....

If you do not overcome the 
sinful nature, be assured, it will overcome you. Control 
your flesh or it will control you. Be set free from your 
vices or be enslaved by them. Conquer your weaknesses 
or they will conquer you! They will bring you to ruin 
and hurt the many others you touch through your life and 
example.

Path to a Victorious Life
Why live a life of continual defeat, frustration and 

guilt when you can live an abundant and victorious life 
through Christ? God’s path may not always be easy, but 
it is the most rewarding – both in this life and the one to 
come. While overcoming sexual immorality can seem 
daunting, God will give you the strength to tear down 
the strongholds and to be all that He intended you to be – 
even in our sex-crazed culture. 

Open your heart to receive that which far surpasses 
any physical pleasure: a life of purity, peace, and power 
is worth every effort to obtain it. Sincerely repent and 
receive God’s forgiveness. Attitudes and actions will 
change as your mind is renewed by God’s Word (Romans 
12:2). The fruit of the spirit – one of which is self-control 
(Galatians 5:23) – will develop as the power of God’s 
Spirit works in and through you. 

May your life be transformed to live victoriously – the 
victor in a great contest! 
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A Mark of True Love 
BJ Rudge, Ph.D. 

Self-control is a highly esteemed virtue in the Bible, 
but is no longer in today’s culture, especially 

regarding sexuality. The motto of our culture is simply 
to “enjoy the moment,” allowing our passions to control 
us. “If it feels right, then just do it” has become the 
defining mark in the expression of “true love” between a 
man and a woman. 

The tragedy that has resulted from this type of 
thinking has not only been the proliferation of STDs, 
unwanted pregnancies, extramarital affairs and divorce, 
but a culture of people who have never experienced the 
beauty of truly loving someone or being truly loved by 
another!

In contrast to lust that seeks self-gratification, the 
Bible calls us to live a life of self-control (1 Peter 1:13; 
4:7; 5:8). The Word of God commands Christians to 
resist “ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 
age” (Titus 2:12).

A healthy relationship is not built upon self-pleasing 
lust, but upon self-controlled love. Self-control is a 
mark of true love and maturity because it reminds us 
not to look at another person merely as a means to fulfill 
our lusts and desires, but to seek in them a worthy and 
virtuous end.

Overcoming Sexual Immorality
Bill Rudge

Overcoming sexual immorality is 
like engaging in a lethal street fight: 
It takes courage and fortitude to 
stand up to such a formidable foe. 
The struggle is an all-out battle, a 
warfare so to speak, for your very 
life – your body, mind, heart, soul, 
and family.  

The illustrations and biblical 
truths contained within this book 

are intended to be like strikes and kicks in a brawl. 
Some will hit you squarely and hard while others may 
glance off. In a real fight you may need to use multiple 
strikes and hit vulnerable parts of the body to defeat a 
hostile opponent. Similarly, the principles in the various 
chapters are intended to hit every vital area possible, 
sometimes repetitively. Results will prove the decisive 
victory over your adversary. 

This book offers a path to victory for those who desire 
to be set free from sexually immoral behavior.  

Bill’s recently updated and expanded book on Overcoming 
Sexual Immorality is available as a free e-book through our 
website (billrudge.org) or for purchase through amazon.com. 

Flee Fornication! 
The following is excerpted from Rick Renner’s Sparkling Gems 

from the Greek, Volume II, February 4. Used by permission.

Paul urged the Corinthian believers to “flee fornication…” 
(1 Corinthians 6:18). 

“Fleeing fornication” would have been very hard to do in a 
city like Corinth! Corinth was known for its perversion and 
twisted sinful activities, as well as for its drunkenness. In 
short, it had a worldwide reputation for being a “party city” 
and a center for “sexual freedom,” where one could avail 
himself to the vilest of human instincts without any fear of 
others’ disapproval. The entire city was devoted to the sex 
industry; therefore, any kind of sex was considered acceptable 
and fair. Some have speculated that after Sodom and 
Gomorrah, Corinth may have been one of the most perverted 
cities in human history. 

This was the environment the Corinthian believers faced 
every day, and because they were so new in their faith, the 
lure of the world and the flesh still had a strong hold on them. 
Because there were so many sinful places in Corinth, it took 
concentration and serious planning for them to obey Paul’s 
exhortation to “flee fornication.”  

The word “flee” that Paul used in First Corinthians 6:18 is 
the Greek word pheugo, which means to run, to flee, or even 
to take flight. Paul is telling believers that they need to make a 
habit of running from sin! In short, the word pheugo means to 
run like crazy! 

In order for the Corinthians to obey Paul’s command, these 
believers had to make drastic changes in their routines. They 
had to change the places they frequented, the activities they 
participated in, and the people who surrounded them. If they 
were going to walk away from sin and stay free from it, they 
would have to deliberately avoid the situations that previously 
made it so easy for them to fall into sin.

How does Paul’s message apply to you? 
For you to stay free, it may be necessary for you to choose 

new friends. You may need to make a break from the places 
where you used to spend your free time. You may need to 
quit watching the TV programs or movies that once were a 
big part of your life. It is possible that you may need to stop 
reading the material you once read. It may even mean that 
you need to discontinue Internet service (or add filters to 
block those sites) so you won’t gravitate to pornographic sites 
that keep luring you into their seductive, entangling web.

Permanently fix your situation by removing yourself from 
the things and the places that have a negative influence on 
you. Taking this commonsense approach may be the answer 
to the prayers you’ve been praying to be free! 

If you are serious about your walk with God, you need to 
make every change necessary. I admonish you to take Paul’s 
words deep into your heart and “flee” from those things that 
have an adverse effect on your soul and on your spiritual 
life. 



by Bill Rudge
God’s Spirit spoke to my heart a 

couple years ago to write down the 
scriptural insights He has given me, 
the miracles I have witnessed in His 
name and the lessons He has taught 
me over the years – all by December 
31, 2023. Not understanding God’s 
purpose and in spite of the short 
amount of time – and the many life-
obstacles of ministry responsibilities 
and family commitments, I 
immediately began to obey. 

This arduous task requires updating 
and expanding 11 of the books 
previously written and writing 14 new 
books. Several times I prayed, “Lord, 
this is impossible to do” but His 
Spirit kept encouraging me to move 
forward. 

Working Titles
Some of the books (titles may 

change, a few may be merged and 
seven are written by BJ) that I am 
planning to finish and publish by the 
end of 2023 are:
• Adventures in Missions – God’s 

Provision, Protection and Power 
in Times of Need and Danger

• A New Life Resolution
• A Study On the Book of Jude – 

Contending for the Faith
• Biblical Leadership – Being an 

Effective Leader
• Conquering Stress Before It 

Conquers You 

• Death, Dying and Eternity
• Faith Through The Fire (BJ’s 

Testimony)
• Fasting for Sensitivity and 

Power
• God in the California Wildfires
• Impact Evangelism – Effectively 

Sharing Your Faith 
• Impacting Your World for 

Christ – Living for Jesus In a 
Hostile Environment

• Karen’s Journey – A Story of 
Struggle, Sacrifice and Victory

• Keys to Biblical Discernment – 
Avoiding Spiritual Deception

• Hearing God’s Voice – Living 
Your Life in the Center of God’s 
Will 

• NOT Our Fathers Faith – How 
Doctrines of Demons Have 
Invaded the Church

• Overcoming Sexual Immorality  
• Overcoming the Giants In Your 

Life
• Peer Pressure – Dare to Be 

Different
• Powerful and Effective Prayer
• Reaching Your Maximum 

Potential in Christ 
• Self-Defense – A Biblical 

Perspective
• Strength Through Weakness
• The ABCs of False Teachings 
• The Impossible – God’s 

Miraculous Workings in Bill’s 
Life and Ministry

• The Last Days – What’s Ahead 
for the World, the Church and 
the Apostate Church

• The Power of Words – Are 
Yours Helpful or Hurtful? 

• The Taming of Godzilla (Bill’s 
Testimony)

• The Uniqueness of Christianity – 
Evidence for the Resurrection

• Victory in Spiritual Warfare
• Where Have All the Christians 

Gone? – What Happens After the 
Rapture

• Who Is This Jesus?
• Why I Quit Karate

How To Do It 
Endeavoring to follow God’s 

impression on my heart to record the 

insights, miracles and lessons, I often 
work in the early morning hours and 
late at night to not take away from 
other ministry responsibilities. Each 
book is being written through much 
time in prayer and fasting and study 
of Scripture. 
Be a Part of This Venture
It is God who will provide the 

wisdom, strength and time to 
complete this charge by the close of 
December 2023. Please pray God 
raises the needed funds ($100,000) 
to produce and print these books and 
e-books, available through our web 
site and other venues; and additional 
people to help with proofreading, 
production and distribution. 

What Follows?
Once this goal is accomplished and 

until the Lord comes or He takes me 
home to be with Him (we walk by 
faith) I hope to devote more time to 
speaking and serving as a chaplain 
to those in crisis, and walk through 
doors of ministry that He opens, 
because I know the Lord has much for 
this ministry to do. With no plans to 
ever retire, I trust God to protect and 
keep my health until His purpose is 
fulfilled! 

My Heart’s Desire
My deep desire is for a clearer 

revelation of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:17) so I can 
know God more, love Him deeper, 
serve Him better, and relate Him 
effectively to others. I pray that all 
who have helped, or been helped by 
this ministry, come to salvation – 
accepting Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord, and that their names be written 
in the Book of Life. Let none be lost!

An Arduous Task – 25 Books by End of 2023

“Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart, and 

lean not on your own 
understanding; in all 

your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct 

your paths.”
Proverbs 3:5, 6



Dear Karen,
I did not choose the wonderful 

family I was born into,
Nor our children and grandchildren 

who are gifts from the Lord.
Although I greatly love  
them all, in all the earth, 
you alone have I chosen  
to be my wife for life.

Love, Bill

An open valentine to Karen.

A Tribute to Karen 
Many people, including Karen, think I am her 

strength, but in reality she is my strength and 
support pillar. She works constantly behind the 
scenes (sometimes while in extreme pain) to help 
me and this ministry in any way she can.

If it were not for Karen coming to Christ first, I 
do not know where I would be (I guess I do know 
but don’t like to think of it!). Her coming to Christ 
eventually influenced me, then both of our families 
and extended families, and countless more people 
throughout this area, across the nation and even 
around the world: All from her decision at age 17 to 
give her life to Christ and then to marry me. 

Ruth Ischo 
Ruth Ischo has been a volunteer for Bill 

Rudge Ministries for 10 years. She was still 
working in the cardiology department at the 
hospital where she had worked for 20 years 
when she first started volunteering at BRM. 

Her connection with the ministry began 
when she was very ill and down on her back. She started reading 
the Bible and listening to the radio where she first heard Bill 
Rudge’s radio messages. Ruth began to support the ministry 
financially and when she got better, she started to volunteer to help 
with the mailings. She said, “I knew that I fit here.” She also loves 
proofing Bill’s books.

God gave Ruth a heart to help and the gift of encouragement. 
Maybe it was because she was a polio survivor that she wanted 
to help others, so she would fix meals and send cards to those in 
need. The hymn, “His Eye is On The Sparrow” led her to include 
sparrows in the cards to those who needed encouragement. 

In Ruth’s words –
“It is an incredible experience to volunteer for Bill Rudge 

Ministries. They are very humble, giving, and caring people. Bill 
thinks I am helping him, but really he is helping me in my path of 
learning and growing in the Lord.”

Receipts
On January 14 Lois mailed receipts for your total 

2021 giving. If you did not receive a receipt or if our 
records are incorrect in any way please let us know. 
Perhaps you supported the ministry with prayer, non-
cash donations, volunteering your time and services, 
giving through your church or in some other way. For 
all such support we are truly grateful. 

Receipts for 2022 will be sent semi-annually (mid-
July and mid-January). 
May God bless you and use you for His glory in 2022!

BRM is dedicated to sharing the Gospel with 
a searching world and challenging believers 
to reach their maximum potential in Christ. 
May the Lord bless you for your generosity 

and faithfulness in helping us reach this 
world for Christ. We are blessed to have you 

as ministry friends and  partners.

Love for Jesus
Jim Weikal

Christians talk about “love” a lot. For example, “For God so 
loved the world” is part of a verse that most Christians learn in 
children’s Sunday school and repeat by heart (John 3:16).

If I said to you, “Do you love Jesus?” How would you answer? I 
believe you would say, “Yes, with all my heart and soul.” But, if I 
said to you, “Do you keep His commandments with all your heart 
and soul?” I’m not so sure what you would say. 

In Jesus’ mind, the one who loves Him “will keep My 
commandments” (John 14:15). If you keep His commandments, 
then “you will abide in My love” (John 15:10). If you really 
love God as much as you think, then your daily life needs to be 
conformed to His commandments (2 John 6).

We need to think through our love for Jesus and not throw the 
concept around so loosely. Ponder how the Scriptures define 
love for Jesus. Contemplate how your life’s actions demonstrate 
your love for Jesus and reveal your commitment to His 
commandments...commandments that are not a burden (1 John 
5:3).

None of us follow all of His commandments 24/7. But there 
should be a deep desire to love Him and to push ourselves toward 
His standard . . . “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay 
down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). Have you examined 
your love for Him in light of the Word?

Speakers Available
If your church is without a pastor, we have speakers available who may 

be able to fill your pulpit. Several area churches in transition have been 
blessed by BRM speakers. E-mail brm7@me.com or call 724-983-1223.


