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M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s
Messiah’s Birthplace

BJ Rudge, PhD

One of my favorite places in the Holy Land is the 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, the traditional 

site of Jesus’ birth. This place is special because it attests to 
the historical birth of Jesus and testifies to His true 

identity. 
Micah 5:2 identifies Bethlehem as the birthplace 

of the Messiah. The uniqueness of Micah’s 
prophecy is fourfold: First, the Jewish chief 
priests and scribes recognized this passage in 
Micah as prophesying the Messiah (Matthew 2:3-
8). Second, this prophecy highlights the exact 

city where Messiah would be born (Bethlehem 
Ephrathah). This was important because there 

was another city named Bethlehem (Joshua 19:15). 
Third, Micah declared this prophecy more than 700 

years before Jesus Christ was born. Fourth, this prophecy was 
just one of many Messianic prophecies fulfilled during Jesus’ 
first coming. 

Bethlehem was more than just a place where Jesus was 
born; it helped to identify Him as the promised Messiah.

Conflicting Prophecies
Bill Rudge

There are three apparent contradictions concerning 
the promised Messiah that seemed impossible 

to resolve. A prophecy found in Micah 5:2 (seven 
centuries before the event) foretells that Bethlehem 
was to be the birthplace of the Christ (Messiah). 
However, we also read that God would call His 
son out of Egypt (Hosea 11:1). To make matters 
more complicated, it had been spoken by the 
prophets that He would be a Nazarene. 

This dilemma was resolved only in the person 
of Jesus of Nazareth. Caesar Augustus issued a 
decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. Since Joseph and Mary belonged to 
the house and lineage of David, they were required 
to leave Nazareth and travel to their family’s town 
of origin, Bethlehem of Judea. It was during their 
time in Bethlehem that Jesus was born (Luke 2:1-
7). Then, as a child, He was taken by His parents to 
Egypt to flee Herod’s massacre (Matthew 2:13-18). 
After the crisis was past, He was called out of Egypt 
(Matthew 2:19-21) and was raised in Nazareth, and 
thus called a Nazarene (Matthew 2:22, 23).

Nazarene
Nazareth, an obscure town 70 miles north of 

Jerusalem, was a place of lowly reputation, and 
nowhere mentioned in the Old Testament. Some 
have suggested that “Nazarene” is a reference to the 
Hebrew word for branch in Isaiah 11:1. Others point 
out that Matthew’s statement [Matthew 2:23] that 
“prophets” had made this prediction may be a reference 
to verbal prophecies nowhere recorded in the OT. A 
still more likely explanation is that Matthew is using 
“Nazarene” as a synonym for someone who is despised 
or detestable – for that was how people from the region 
were often characterized (cf. John 1:46). 

- The MacArthur Study Bible

700 Years Before Christ
When Jesus was born, there were three major 

continents known to scholars – Europe, Asia, and 
Africa. Asia was chosen, but Asia has many countries. 
Micah selected one country, Israel, with three districts 
– Judea, Galilee, and Samaria. Judea was chosen, but 
Judea had thousands of villages. Yet seven hundred 
years before Christ, Micah pinpointed the very town of 
His birth – Bethlehem.    - Turning Point Magazine

The Greatest Gift
Jim Weikal

My dad worked hard in the steel mill and made good money 
during the 1950s. I had a loving home and Christmas season 
was a joyful time for me and my older brother. The one gift 
that stands out after 60 years is the red 16 inch Schwinn bicycle 
that leaned slightly to the left on its chrome kickstand. What a 
beauty! I didn’t even ask for one.

My attitude towards gifts has shifted over the decades, and 
I can truly say I enjoy giving more than receiving. Like many 
of you giving is more about your spouse, the children, the 
grandchildren, seeing the joy, the smiles, and getting the hugs 
(my personal favorite).

God likes giving gifts too. As believers, we know His 
greatest gift is Jesus Christ, who for the joy set before Him 
took on the form of a slave and dwelled among us (Hebrews 
12, Philippians 2, John 1).

The world doesn’t get it. They may have a gift, but not The 
Gift. You have the Gift and more! You possess an inheritance 
which is imperishable, undefiled, unfading, and reserved for 
you in heaven (1 Peter 1:4)!

Wishing you and your family a Merry Christ-centered 
Christmas season. And always remember to stay prayed up, 
read up, and focused up because your Redeemer, God’s eternal 
Gift, is drawing nearer and nearer (Luke 21:28)!  



by Darlinda McDonald 

This past summer, Army recruits, Boy Scouts, Summer’s Best Two Weeks Staff 
and Volunteers, Boys and Girls Soccer Teams, JV and Varsity Volleyball Teams, 

Youth Groups, families, and many others, experienced the obstacle course challenge 
under Bill Rudge’s direction. We are one of a very few ministries that has access 
to the schools and the opportunity to work with and train military. The following 
articles describe a few of those experiences. 

Challenges
When Sgt. Keiuffer Ritter and Army Commander Captain Erin Funkhouser heard 

about the Bill Rudge Ministries’ Ultimate Challenge Obstacle Course, they were 
excited to have recruits gain a different experience. With rain threatening overhead, 
recruits from Beaver, Erie, Greenville, Grove City, Hermitage, Meadville, New 
Castle, West Middlesex, and Sharpsville descended on the obstacle course – and 
then the weather turned beautiful. Most were preparing to leave for basic training so 
Bill gave them a taste of what was to come. Other Army personnel present included 
Sgt. Gregory Armstrong, 1st Sgt. Aaron Evans, Sgt. Jacob Zimmerman and retired 
Sgt. 1st Class Tim McCall. 

The obstacles required a wide variety of skills and abilities that included strength, 
balance, coordination and memory. The recruits learned the importance of teamwork 
as well as competition. As always, Bill explained that the skills they used on the 
obstacle course - determination, courage, obedience, communication and faith - are 
the same ones they will need in life. Sgt. Ritter said the day went so well preparing 
the recruits for their journey in the U.S. Army that they are planning to return – 
which they did a few weeks later. 

Teamwork
JV and Varsity Girls Volleyball teams and Boys and Girls Varsity Soccer Teams 

were led by Bill through loosening and stretching exercises, endurance and speed 
drills, relay races, navigating through the obstacle course, and other activities 
designed for physical conditioning and team building. The teams and their coaches 
enthusiastically and courageously faced each challenge and obstacle as they worked 
together encouraging each other to accomplish goals and build team unity. The head 
volleyball coach e-mailed: “It was great! We definitely will do it again and make it 
part of our conditioning next year. Thank you so much.” 

Mentoring
When Pastor Aaron Christy of Clen-Moore Presbyterian Church recommended 

that the 1-to-1 mentoring program at Cray Youth and Family Services check out the 
Ultimate Challenge Obstacle Course at Bill Rudge Ministries for a group activity, 
Program Director Allisyn Wolfe was glad to do so. Each mentor is paired with a 
child between the ages of 6 and 18 to be a positive role model and friend. Mentoring 
works to support children as they overcome obstacles, rely on other people, and rise 
to new challenges; so this was a perfect place to experience all those things.  

The obstacle course provided opportunities for the youth to not only meet 
physical challenges but also to develop attributes such as trust, like when they were 
blindfolded and had to walk across a log aided by the adults or were guided along 
a path holding each other’s hands carefully following the leader’s instructions. 
Their listening skills were honed, remembering the detailed directions given at 
each obstacle. Bill encouraged the youth to try things they had never done before. 
Allisyn stated, “The most gratifying part for me was seeing the kids (and some of 
the mentors) who were reluctant to try things at first ending up being proud of their 
accomplishments. We always enjoy the activities and the way Bill presents them.” 

Special thanks to Bruce Adams, Darlinda McDonald, Bob Mild, Eric Nehlen, 
Mike Roy, Anneka, BJ, Lucas and Moriah Rudge, and Lily and Caeleana Smith for 
assisting Bill with the obstacle course this past summer. 

Ultimate Challenge Obstacle & Fitness Course 



Let’s Roll America
Hi Bill, I am a firm believer that God 

brings people together at the right time 
to share His word and to do His work! I 
wanted to start with a strong message on 
faith! I prayed about it and felt you would 
bring that message of strength. I can’t thank 

you enough for being a part of the inaugural 
event of Let’s Roll America. We are already planning for 
2022 and I hope you will consider coming. Your message was 
powerful and on point. We were blessed to have you!  J. H., 
Founder, Let’s Roll America

Probation Officer
BRM, I have been receiving your wonderful newsletter over 

the years and thank you for them. One of my heroes was Alvin 
York and I remember you had a newsletter devoted to him. I still 
have it. I just retired as a probation officer and thank you for the 
message you are sending to the world.  P. E., New York

State Prison for Women
Brother Bill, I am the Prison Ministry Pastor supporting the 

Faith and Character Program at State Prison for Women. We 
have 100 inmates who are seeking Christian training materials. I 
am asking for 25 copies of your book, Reaching Your Maximum 
Potential.  J. W., Georgia

Difficult Year
Dear Bill and Karen, Just a note to let you know how much I 

enjoy your newsletters and how much I learn from them. This 
has been a very difficult year for many people, but it is during 
stressful times that we grow in our understanding of God’s Word 
and closer to Him. May God be with you,  M. G., Ohio

Overcoming Sexual Immorality Book
I recently acquired a copy of Bill Rudge’s book through 

Jesus People, Sacramento, CA. The book is Overcoming Sexual 
Immorality (not the reason I’m in jail). I love the book because 
it reminds me to put myself in my place. It’s a fantastic book 
with some cheerful testimonials, too! It’s a topic that would 
have made me queasy before, but is absolutely necessary for any 
adult – God fearing or not!  Catherine, California

County Correctional Center
Dear Bill Rudge, I recently finished Overcoming Sexual 

Immorality. It was a wonderful book and really hit home to 
something I’ve struggled with for many years. I read the book 
in about 4 hours, but plan to read it again soon expecting there 
is something beneficial I may of missed. I am currently reading 
your book, Not Our Father’s Faith – another excellent read. 
Could you send me Fasting for Sensitivity and Power and 
Reaching Your Maximum Potential in Christ? I think both would 
be very helpful in my journey with Christ. Looking forward to 
reading all of your books!  K. B., New Jersey

Bledsoe County Correctional Complex
I am finding it difficult to fully express the gratitude that I 

have for all of you at Bill Rudge Ministries. Thank you sooooo 
much! There are a total of 2,500 inmates here with only three 
Chaplains. The resources that you so graciously donate go a 
long way in helping us share the Gospel and make disciples. 
Thanks for equipping our men and women to fight for all of 
those things that pertain to life and godliness.  G. W., Tennessee 

To God Be the Glory
Bill & Karen, We are so grateful for your loving care, calls 

and prayers to help us through our great sorrow of this year. 
Your words of comfort ring yet in our hearts. Oh that God bless 
you, your family, and staff as you press on for Christ at this 
time in history. May He alert you to any attempted attack of 
the enemy and cover you with divine protection. To God be the 
glory now and forever!  J. H., West Virginia

St. Clair County Jail
Bill Rudge, I read your book Overcoming Sexual Immorality 

and wanted to thank you for the positive impact it has made on 
my life. While the Bible mentions immorality often, it does not 
often go into detail explaining what it actually includes. Your 
book cleared up the confusion and gave me many practical ways 
to overcome temptations.  B. M., Missouri

Thiel College
BJ, You are one of my unique academic colleagues. It is said 

that people come to our lives, some leave a substantial mark in 
our lives during the encounter, and change our perspectives of 
the life we are living. I met you during a time of difficult testing, 
and for some reason, I trust you.  F., Pennsylvania

Banquet of Knowledge
I love BJ’s style and humility. Such a wonderfully prepared 

and rich message that does more than feed you. It’s a banquet of 
knowledge and understanding.  M. D. & J. W., Pennsylvania

Precious Gifts
Bill & Karen, We thank the Lord for saving you and calling 

you both. We can see that your lives have given your family 
Christlike examples to follow. It truly exhibits your love for the 
Lord and the Word. Please give our love to all of those who pray 
and we want you to know that the prayers are precious gifts to 
us. May the Lord continue to bless you until Jesus comes to take 
us Home to be forever with Him.  S. & D. F., North Carolina

Karen Rudge Foundation
Dear Karen, To God be the glory for the wonderful things He 

continues to do at the Karen Rudge Foundation for Children. I 
am grateful for everything you are doing and continue to do for 
us. May the Lord bless you and the entire Bill Rudge Ministries 
Family.  Pastor Festus Banks, Liberia

Keep My Ministry on Your List
BRM, I often borrow ideas from your teachings that minister 

to me on a regular basis and pass them to the men I minister to. 
I know postage is high to ship books here but all I ask is that 
you keep my ministry on your list for free books by Bill Rudge!  
Pastor Jimi Orofalo, Bread of Life Ministry, Nigeria

Like a Spider Spins a Web
Bill, I and my colleagues read your book The Last Days. You 

are very good to string words together in this book like a spider 
spins a web, which makes it easier to understand and clears 
away confusion. You have a special gift from God in putting 
all the articles together in your newsletter that takes one around 
the Bible. Well done! Please send Not Our Father’s Faith 
book so we can use it to teach others. Very harsh situations 
in this country are increasing. Thank you for helping fellow 
workers with Gospel literature for soul winning.  Pastor Jude 
Owijuwa, Love Truth Christian Ministry, Nigeria

Excerpts from the hundreds of letters BRM 
received this year from all points of the compass. 



2021Touch lives for 
Christ by helping 

us double a $12,750 
matching gift. 

Double Your Gift By  
Helping Us Match $12,750 

For 44 years Bill and Karen and BRM have been 
impacting the lives of countless youth and adults 
locally, nationally and globally (Acts 1:8). Please 
consider honoring the Christ of Christmas by donating 
to this ministry which offers all resources and services 
free of charge!

The H.E.L.P. Fund has blessed BRM with a 
$12,750 matching gift. We have until the end 
of December 2021 to match it. Giving a special 
Christmas or year-end gift toward this is a great way 
to touch lives while maximizing your giving.

A big thanks to all who have already contributed, 
as well as to everyone who gives this month. We are 
confident, that with your prayers and support, God will 
enable us to reach this goal. 

25 Books by December 2023
God’s Spirit impressed on Bill to record the lessons 

He has taught him over the years, the scriptural insights 
He has given him and the miracles Bill has witnessed 
in His name, by updating and expanding 11 books 
previously written and adding 14 new books – all by 
December 31, 2023. Bill will share more in a future 
newsletter, but please pray for God’s anointing, wisdom 
and strength to accomplish this goal.

Bill and BJ’s books have been translated and reprinted 
in Nigeria, Pakistan, India, Myanmar, Egypt and other 
countries. They have been read by tens of thousands of 
young people and adults in over 145 countries.

You may receive several presents for 
Christmas but none will be more cherished 

than the amazing gift of God’s presence. May 
His present of salvation be joyfully received 
by all your family and may your hearts and 
homes overflow with Christ’s presence this 

Christmas and New Year!
- Bill & Karen Rudge

Mailing Address          Ministry Center
P.O. Box 108          280 N. Buhl Farm Dr.
Sharon, PA 16146         Hermitage, PA 16148 

724-983-1223          brm7@me.com          www.billrudge.org

Contacting the Ministry

* prayer * 
* monthly support *

* special love offerings * 
* support from your business * 

* in-memory and in-honor gifts * 
* sponsor radio broadcasts, school *  

* assemblies or world outreach packages *   
* donate a vehicle, house, land or building * 

* include BRM in your church mission’s budget *  
* bequeath gifts in your Last Will & Testament * 

• provide a matching grant •
• ask the Lord for creative ideas • 
• volunteer your time and talents •

Ways You Can Help Bill Rudge Ministries

Wise Men 
Still Seek 

HIM!

Merry
 Christmas from our family to your family!

December receipts 
will be mailed in mid-

January with your  
total giving receipt  

for 2021.

Photo by Kathy McGonigle

Christmas Memories 
by Bill Rudge

It was December 1982. I locked the door to our bedroom 
to keep Tabitha (9) and BJ (6) out, while I checked out 

the racetrack we had bought them for Christmas. They were 
eager to see what presents I was looking at. I told them 
they couldn’t come in and to go away! A few minutes later 
Tabitha stuck a note under the door, “May I see one gift? 
Circle yes or no.” I circled no and said to not ask again!

A few minutes later Tabitha and BJ were knocking on 
the door again. BJ disguised his voice to sound like his 
mother and said, “Bill, this is Karen, please open the door.” 
I pretended I didn’t know it was BJ, “Okay, honey, as soon 
as I put your gifts away.” They really got excited! “Karen,” 
I said, “ I’m almost done putting your presents away; I’ll 
get the kids’ gifts and lay them out to show you.” BJ said, 
“That’ll be great, honey!” Then they saw their mother 
coming, so BJ said through the door, “Hurry up, honey!” 

But it was too late. I let Karen in and locked the door. 
Almost instantly there was another knock at the door, this 
time BJ pretended to be his grandfather who was visiting 
from Arizona. In a deep voice he said, “This is grandpa, 
I have a cold, please let me in.” After everything was 
put away I opened up the door and acted surprised to see 
Tabitha and BJ.

As the years went by they got trickier but we usually 
outfoxed them.


