
Walk the Second Mile
“If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two 

miles.” - Jesus, Matthew 5:41
Roman soldiers not only had to walk almost everywhere 

they went, but they had to carry heavy packs. Just as 
Roman soldiers forced Simon of Cyrene to carry Jesus’ 
cross (Matthew 27:32), Roman law allowed military 
personnel to command those who were not Roman citizens 
to carry their equipment a prescribed distance, one Roman 
“mile.” If the civilian refused, he could be prosecuted 
under Roman law. But having reached 
the milestone, the civilian had no further 
obligation. 

The Jews would carry the Roman’s 
gear down the road exactly one mile. 
When they reached the milestone marker 
they would say, “This is as far as I go. I 
fulfilled what Roman law requires.”

But Jesus said, “If they ask you to go 
one mile, go two.” Why? One reason is 
that when a Roman made them go one 
mile, the Roman was controlling them, 
but when they willingly chose to carry 
the gear one more mile they were saying, 
“You may have forced me to carry your 
load the first mile, but now I choose to 
carry it another mile.” Instead of being 
victimized, the Christian is showing 
himself the master of the situation.

Turn the Other Cheek
“Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on 

the right cheek, turn to him the other also.” - Jesus, Matthew 
5:39

Turning the other cheek goes contrary to what comes 
naturally; unprovoked insult or injury prompts retaliation. 
It’s interesting that Jesus specified the right cheek. Since 
most people are right-handed, the only way they can strike 
someone on the right cheek is with the back of their hand. 
That is the classic insult or challenge: a backhanded slap 
on the face. The strike on the right cheek was a most 
grievous insult in the ancient world. The prophet Micaiah 

was struck on the cheek by a false prophet (1 Kings 
22:24). The ultimate example, 

however, is Jesus Christ (Isaiah 
50:6).

Speaking of turning the other 
cheek, Jesus refers to the Old 

Testament lex talionis (law of retaliation). This law was 
not given to foster vengeance (the law explicitly forbade 
that – Leviticus 19:18)—but to limit the revenge one 
could take on another, preventing a blood feud which 
could easily escalate into retaliation far exceeding the 
original injury. In other words, if a man knocked out 
your tooth you could not break his neck for it (Exodus 
21:24, Leviticus 24:19-20, and Deuteronomy 19:21). 
But now Christ is teaching us a more excellent way—
that a Christian should forgive and show love, mercy, 
and control. If someone insults or slanders you, take no 

further notice of it; respond with love. 
By forgiving the injury you may prevent 
further hostilities and avert aggression. 

Give Him Your Cloak
“If someone wants to sue you and take 

your tunic, let him have your cloak as 
well. - Jesus, Matthew 5:40

Old Testament law forbade a creditor 
to keep a cloak (outer garment) overnight 
(Exodus 22:26-27). A poor person might 
only have one inner garment with the 
outer garment serving as both coat 
and blanket. Christ actually advocates 
assertive behavior here—being in control 
of the situation. So you think you have 
control over me because you took my 
shirt? Well, here is my coat too, given of 
my own free will.

There is a limit, however, to giving our 
clothes away. On mission trips, I usually give everything 
away that I bring, except what is worn home. During one 
mission trip to Haiti, outside the mission compound,  I 
gave clothes away to several guys from nearby villages. 
Before I knew it there were over 20 guys and I quickly ran 
out of clothes! As I was going back inside the compound, 
one guy asked for my shoes, so I said, “Here, have my 
shoes.” Someone else wanted my shirt, so I said, “Take my 
shirt.” Another guy wanted the muscle shirt underneath 
my shirt, so I said, “Here, take it.” Then this little kid 
said to me in broken English, “I go to school and I got no 
socks,” pointing at my socks. So I said, “Here, kid, have 
my socks.” The only thing left was my shorts. I raised my 
hands and said, “That’s as far as I go!”

Gouge Out Your Eye
While Matthew 5:39 tells us to turn the other cheek, in 

that very same chapter it states in verses 29 and 30:
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The ESSENCE of  STRENGTH
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If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and 
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your 
body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 
And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and 
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your 
body than for your whole body to go into hell.
We do not follow verses 29 and 30 literally, or we would 

all be missing a right eye and a right hand. Besides, Jesus 
did not literally turn the other cheek when an official 
struck Him in the face, but He did answer him assertively 

(John 18:22-23).
Summary

What is the Lord saying to us in walking the second 
mile; turning the other cheek; and giving away our cloak? 
He wants us to walk in love and forgiveness, not hatred, 
revenge, bitterness, and retaliation. He wants us to walk in 
discipline, and not be out of control. He does not want us 
to be victims, nor does He want us to victimize others. He 
wants us to walk in wisdom, not foolishness. He wants us 
to walk in victory, not defeat. 

Q & A     Why Is It Important Jesus Rose From The Dead?     BJ Rudge, Ph.D.

Question 
Is it really that crucial to believe Jesus rose bodily from 

the dead?  
Answer 

Yes. Jesus’ resurrection is the very foundation of the 
Christian faith! The Apostle Paul emphasized this point 
to the church at Corinth where some claimed there was 
no resurrection of the dead. Paul asserts that without the 
resurrection there would be no Christian faith:

But if there is no resurrection of the 
dead, not even Christ has been raised; 
and if Christ has not been raised, then 
our preaching is vain, your faith also 
is vain (1 Corinthians 15:13-14). 
1.  Throughout the Gospels, Jesus 

predicted He would die and then three 
days later rise from the dead (Matthew 
12:38-40; Mark 9:9-10; Luke 18:31-
33; John 10:17-18). If He made these 
assertions and they had not come to 
pass, He would have been a liar or a 
lunatic—either insane or the greatest 
deceiver in history.

2.  All four Gospels testify to the fact that Jesus rose 
from the dead (Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 
20). If He had not, the Gospel accounts would have lost 
credibility and been discarded as historically unreliable 
documents. They could not be viewed as primary records 
of the things that happened (Luke 1:3-4), but products 
of later editing and manipulation on the part of the early 
church.

3.  The central theme and testimony of the early church 
was the preaching of the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ (Acts 2:22-36; 3:13-18; 4:10-12; 5:29-32; 10:37-
43; 13:27-37; 17:2-3; 26:22-23). If the resurrection 
had not occurred, it would have been impossible for 
Paul and others to persist in affirming that it had, in 
fact, occurred—especially in the presence of hostile 
eyewitnesses.

4.  Without the death and resurrection, all Christians 
would still be in sin and under the judgment of God. Paul 
highlights this point to the Corinthian believers:

For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has 
been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith 
is worthless; you are still in your sins. Then those also 
who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we 
have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men 
most to be pitied (1 Corinthians 15:16-19). 
5.  Finally, without the resurrection, no one would 

have the eschatological (the part 
of theology concerned with death, 
judgment, and the final destiny of 
the soul and of humankind) hope of 
eternal life. The resurrection of Jesus 
Christ demonstrates His authority over 
death. Those who place their faith and 
trust in Him have the assurance that 
death has been overcome and will be 
ultimately conquered at His second 
coming. As Jesus said to Martha who 
was grieving the loss of her brother 
Lazarus: 

I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in 
Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives 
and believes in Me will never die (John 11:25-26).
The resurrection is the crucial point of Christianity 

which either validates or discredits the Christian faith. 
This is why the apostle Paul stressed to the Corinthian 
believers that their faith would be in vain if Christ had not 
risen from the dead. 

Henry M. Morris and Henry M. Morris III summed it up 
well in their book Many Infallible Proofs – Evidence for 
the Christian Faith:

If the resurrection did not take place, then Christianity 
is a false religion. If it did take place, then Christ is God 
and the Christian faith is absolute truth.
The Christian faith stands firm on the fact of Jesus’ 

resurrection: The incredible truth that has changed the 
lives of millions throughout history.
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Christ Is Theme of Old Testament
• Jesus claimed to be the theme of the Old Testament 

(Matthew 5:17; Luke 24:27, 44; John 5:39, Hebrews 10:7).• Christ was the Rock that sustained the Israelites during their 
wilderness sojourn after leaving Egypt (1 Corinthians 10:4).• Moses considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than 
the treasures of Egypt (Hebrews 11:24-26).• Isaiah saw Christ’s glory (Isaiah 6:1-5; John 12:41).• Jesus was before Abraham (John 8:56-58.

A Matter of Perspective
Jim Weikal

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is considered a supernatural 
event. An event is deemed supernatural when it is caused by 
“some force beyond our scientific understanding or the laws of 
nature.” However, the resurrection of Christ is a supernatural 
event from a human perspective only. As Christians, we know 
the ‘force’ mentioned in the dictionary definition above, is God.

Think about this for a moment: The resurrection of the Son 
of God is not supernatural from God’s perspective. This is the 
world where God exists. This ability, this power to resurrect is 
as natural to God as breathing air is to us. For example, take 
the opening chapter of Genesis where God speaks: “Let there 
be light,” “Let there be an expanse,” “Let the dry land appear,” 
“Let Us make man in Our image.” These references record 
some of the natural acts of God in creation; natural to Him but 
supernatural to us.

What an awesome Being is this God, this holy righteous 
Creator, this merciful, compassionate Father who would save 
us from our sins through the sacrifice of His Son on the cross 
at Calvary. This Resurrection Sunday, give to God the glory 
He deserves. Consider the power He exerted to raise your 
Redeemer, your Sanctifier, your coming King from the dead! 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

Never Forget!
Bill Rudge

God loves you so much that Jesus left the glory 
of Heaven to come to Earth. The eternal 

significance of Good Friday and Jesus’ horrendous 
sacrifice is never to be forgotten. He selflessly suffered 
and bled so that you could receive forgiveness and 
have a restored relationship with your Creator.  

Jesus did not remain in the tomb; on the third day 
He rose from the dead. Those who put their trust 
in Christ will likewise one day be raised from their 
graves. This is the blessed hope and assured promise 
for all believers: living eternally in resurrected and 
glorified bodies that will never again experience sin, 
sickness, suffering, sorrow, strife, shame or sadness. 

Right now, if you have not yet done so, receive 
Jesus’ offer of amazing grace. “If you confess with 
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved” (Romans 10:9).

Never forget the price He paid for your free and 
wonderful gift of salvation! Thank Him for it often! 

MESSIAH
Thomas C. Simcox

Many people don’t realize that Jesus’ name is not 
“Jesus Christ.” The word Christ is English for the Greek 
word Christos. Christos is Greek for the Hebrew word 
Mashiach. Messiah is English for Mashiach. All these 
words mean the same thing: “anointed.” 

Saying “Jesus Christ” is the same as saying “Jesus 
Messiah” or Yeshua (Jesus) Hamashiach (“the Messiah”) 
in Hebrew. Christ is a title, not a name. Jesus is the 
Christ—the Messiah, the anointed One. Sixty-nine times 
in the New Testament He is called “Christ Jesus.” In 
today’s parlance, the title-name combination is the same 
as “President Lincoln,” for example. 

Seeing the Messiah’s two advents in Scripture but 
unable to understand that both applied to the same 
Person, some Jewish scholars created a two-Messiah 
theory. The suffering servant they named “Messiah ben 
Joseph,” and the reigning and ruling Messiah they named 
“Messiah ben David.” The Hebrew word ben means 
“son.”

Interestingly, Jesus’ actual name would have been 
Yeshua ben Yoseph, meaning “Jesus son of Joseph.” 
Yet He is also “Jesus Son of David” because, in His 
incarnation, He was born a direct descendant of King 
David and the heir to the throne. So the names the rabbis 
picked both apply to Him. 
Israel My Glory magazine, Copyright 2019 by The Friends of 

Israel Gospel Ministry. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Who Is Jesus?
More books have been written about Him, more songs 

penned to honor Him, and more lives transformed by Him than 
by any other name in human history. None of us know Him 
as fully as we should, for Jesus is the mystery of the ages—
the Almighty God whose throne is in heaven; the Nazarene 
Carpenter who wiped sweat from His brow; the Stranger of 
Galilee who napped in a boat; the Teacher whose wisdom 
changed the ethics of the world; the Prisoner whose execution 
was excruciating; the Corpse who borrowed a tomb; the Body 
who returned to life; the Savior who bled for the world; the 
Hero who divided history into B.C. and A.D.; and the glorious 
King whose return is right on schedule. 
Dr. David Jeremiah, Turning Points Magazine. Used by permission.

Holy Land Adventure
Several people have already registered for our 11th Holy 

Land Adventure April 18  - 26, 2023. We expect another 
awesome trip—unless, of course, the Lord returns; then we 
will tour the New Jerusalem! Let us know if you want to go—
that is, on the Holy Land Adventure.



Through Prison Bars
Ronald W. Clark, 

a prisoner in 
Florida, sent 

us this artwork 
and poem after 

being blessed by 
the Bill Rudge 

Ministries’ 
newsletter 

and books he 
requested. He 

is known as the 
Death Row Poet. 

His Son
by Ronald W. Clark

Well, I have a story that I’d like to share,
So gather round, and don’t despair.

For see, there is a God, a God above,
And I just want to share, share his love.
Now you may ask just how I KNOW,
And that’s what I’m about to show.

For see, this was all God’s inspiration,
Genesis through Revelation.

Yet Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
Are about His one and only Son,

Who came upon this old earth
By a virgin mother who gave birth,

And at the tender age of thirty-three,
He gave his life for both you and me.
He hung upon an old wooden cross
And the people surely felt the loss,

But in three days he would rise
And be seen by many eyes.

Now if we take a look at the book of Acts,
We’ll see so many, so many facts
About a man, a man named Saul,

Who would later become the Apostle Paul
And preach the words of Jesus Christ

That he paid the ultimate, ultimate price
For all of man, mankind’s sin,

And that’s where the love, the love begins.

Sam E. Collovecchio 
by Kathy Collovecchio 
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In Memory Of

In Tribute Of 
Sam

Collovecchio
1/16/50 - 1/26/22
Sam was a 

distinguished man—
once you met him you 
could never forget his 
radiant face, incredible 
smile and unique style. 
Sam and Kathy were 
an amazing couple with 
true love for each other and for their Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

When Sam and Kathy attended the Bill 
Rudge Ministries’ banquet many years ago, 
they stood out. Their generosity and desire to 
reach others with the Gospel was demonstrated 
through Standard of Style Hair Salon’s faithful 
sponsorship of our weekly radio broadcasts for 
30 years.

Though Sam’s physical heart weakened, 
his spiritual heart strengthened and his faith 
remained strong until the very end. As the 
Apostle Paul said to the Corinthians: Therefore 
we do not despair, even if our physical body is 
wearing away, our spirit is being renewed day 
by day (2 Corinthians 4:16). With a worn out 
body, Sam was torn like Paul: desiring to depart 
this life and be with His Lord, but also wanting 
to remain with the wife he so adored. 

It was a joy and an honor to have the 
opportunity to share Scripture and pray with 
Sam and Kathy during the final months of his 
life. They were always gracious and Sam ended 
each of our prayers with a softly spoken, but 
clear “Amen.” This very day Sam is alive in the 
presence of the One whose Word he read and to 
Whom he prayed. Sam is now gazing on Jesus’ 
face and experiencing what the Psalmist said, 
“In Thy presence is fullness of joy!”  

One day Kathy will be reunited with Sam. 
Until that day, Sam is delighting in the glory of 
God, exploring the incomprehensible beauty of 
the heavenly realm, meeting the heroes of the 
faith and the believers who preceded him, and 
reuniting with loved ones. May the Holy Spirit 
comfort Kathy as she cherishes the wonderful 
memories of their incredible life together! 

Kathy and Sam Collovecchio  

Semi-Annual 
Receipts

We so appreciate those 
of you who partner with 
us both prayerfully and 
financially! Donations 
are U.S. tax-deductible. 
Receipts are sent semi-
annually in mid-July 
and mid-January. (Cash 
donations and special 
gifts are usually receipted 
immediately.) This helps 
us maximize funds while 
maintaining strict integrity in 
receipting donations. 

If you have any questions 
concerning your giving, 
please notify us at brm7@
me.com or call 724-983-
1223. May the Lord bless 
you for your generosity and 
faithfulness in helping us 
reach this world for Christ. 
We are so blessed to have 
you as ministry partners! 

Next month we will have an 
update on Karen’s amazing 
medical journey and how 

God has, once again, 
spared her life. 

Evolution is True 
Bill Rudge

The human massacre in Ukraine 
(having also prophetic implications) 
makes one realize that evolution must be 
true—“reverse evolution” that is! While 
humans definitely did not evolve from 
animals, it sure seems that some humans 
have devolved into animals. Putin and 
others will one day stand before the God 
they do not believe in or honor. As the 
following reveals, however, there is hope 
even for murderers through repentance 
and faith in Jesus Christ.            

Think About It ...
While others are bent on revenge, on ways 

of doing more evil than their neighbor, God 
gives the ability to return good for evil.

Sabina Wurmbrand - Voice of the Martyrs

Reflect On

Andrea Staul
by Denny Staul

In Honor Of

Bill has finished 
writing 6 books and 

several more are nearing 
completion. Additional 

proofreaders are needed 
to help with these 

projects that will touch 
thousands of lives!

Donate a Vehicle or House
BRM has been blessed throughout the years 

from people donating vehicles, and even a 
house and land. Thanks for caring and sharing!


